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              To Be Called 
 

What and why is the purpose of being called 
God’s desire for everyone is salvation - 1 Tim 2:3-5 - 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus,  
 

From the beginning of time God has made himself clear to everyone. Men are being punished for clouding what God has 
made clear - Rom 1:18-20 - 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness 
of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities — his eternal power and 
divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  
 

We need to be aware that many who suppress the Truth, distort the Word - Gal 1:6-9 - 6 I am astonished that you 
are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which 
is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even IF WE OR AN ANGEL from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 
let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  

 

Part of God’s mercy is calling us to Christ because NO MAN searches for God on their own - Rom 3:10-18 - 10 As it is 
written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 12 All have 
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 13 "Their throats are 
open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips." 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness." 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do 
not know." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  
 * Therefore, it takes God in order for us to search for God 
 

The goal is God’s Grace, which we get from Christ, which has been displayed to everyone, and is our ultimate guide - 
Titus 2:11-14 - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait 
for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.  

 

How are we Called 
You must be called to come to Christ - John 6:43-48 - 43 "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44 "NO ONE 
CAN COME TO ME UNLESS THE FATHER WHO SENT ME DRAWS HIM, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written 
in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 
No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 I tell you the truth, he who 
believes has everlasting life.  
 

We must answer correctly when called - Matt 22:11-14 - 11 "But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, 
he saw a man there who was not dres+sed in wedding clothes, 12 and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here 
without wedding clothes?' And the man was speechless.  13 "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  14 "For many 
are called, but few are chosen." NASU 

 

Only those that recognize they are sinners will accept the calling - Matt 9:12-13 - 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  
 

The Spiritual Word is what guides to our calling - John 6:62-65- 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he 
was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe 
and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father 
has enabled him."  
 

As we believe, the Holy Spirit Works in us. We must never waiver from the truth - 2 Thess 2:13-15 - 13 But we ought 
always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you 
might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on 
to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.  

 

What does those living in their calling look like? 
In our calling, we are to allow God to sanctify us - 1 Thess 5:23-24 - 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He 
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. ESV 
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Our Calling is a conscious lifestyle, Spiritually recognizing our journey –  

Eph 4:1-6 - As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you 
were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  
 

James 4:7-10 - 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he 
will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and 
wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up. 

 

When we answer God’s calling, it totally changes our identity - 1 Peter 2:9-10 - 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 

We are not to try on our own to successfully live the life we are called to. We are to live trusting in Him to take us 
through this life His Way - 2 Peter 1:3-4 - 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great 
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires.  
 

In our calling, our life status does not dictate our lives - 1 Cor 7:17-20 - 17 Nevertheless, each one should retain the place 
in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was 
a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he 
was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. KEEPING GOD'S 
COMMANDS IS WHAT COUNTS.  
 

In our calling, our life situations never dictate our lives - 1 Cor 7:20-24 - 20 Each one should remain in the situation which 
he was in when God called him. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you — although if you can 
gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he 
who was a free man when he was called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 
Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called him to.  
 

Our calling is a life, trusting in God, in EVERYTHING - Rom 8:28-30 - 28 And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 
he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
 

We must stop living for the past and start pressing forward to Christ - Phil 3:13-14 - 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  
 

We need to be encouraged and comforted in our calling - 1 Thess 2:11-12 - 11 For you know that we dealt with each of 
you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who 
calls you into his kingdom and glory.  

 

There are “Callings” expected in our Callings 
Part of our calling is God’s peace - Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. 
 

We are called to live a holy life –  
1 Peter 1:14-16 - 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But 
just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."  
 

2 Tim 1:8-10 - 8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in 
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of anything 
we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 
time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

 

Not just ministers, but ALL Christians are called to some role - Rom 12:3-6 - 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one 
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. 
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Those that God calls to certain roles will not match who the world would pick for those roles - 1 Cor 1:26-31 - 26 
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, 29 SO THAT no one may boast before him. 30 IT IS 
BECAUSE OF HIM THAT YOU ARE IN CHRIST JESUS, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.   31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  

 

Us living Faithfully in our calling must show in how we are with others, because our purpose is our inheritance - 1 Peter 
3:8-9 - 8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and 
humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing. 
 

What Hinders our Calling? 
We must distinguish between things of God and things that are not in our calling - Gal 5:7-8 - 7 You were running a good 
race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who 
calls you.  
 

God calls us to be used by Him and represent Him ONLY! Sexual immorality totally corrupts this - 1 Thess 4:3-8 - 3 It is 
God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to 
control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 
6 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such 
sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 
Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.  
 

When we allow desirable outcome to be our goal, we could miss the purpose of our calling, for example - 1 Peter 2:20-21 
- 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and 
you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 TO THIS YOU WERE CALLED, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  

 

What is the outcome of our Calling 
We must “SURE” our calling, not defend what we think our calling is -2 Peter 1:10-11 - 10 Therefore, my brothers, BE ALL 
THE MORE EAGER TO MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11 and 
you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.        

*Sure- bebaios (beb'-ah-yos); stable (literally or figuratively): firm, of force, stedfast, sure. 
 

Suring our calling will eventually save us from God’s wrath and guide us to Him forever - 2 Thess 1:5-12 - 5 All this is 
evidence that God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you 
are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, 
and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 
angels. 8 He will punish those who DO NOT KNOW GOD and DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS. 9 They 
will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 
power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 
believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, 
that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and 
every act prompted by your faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in 
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The more we get to know Christ the clearer our calling is to us - Eph 1:18-23 - 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his 
mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  
 

In our life calling, we must stay in God’s ordained protection and expect some pain along the way - 1 Peter 5:8-11 - 8 Be 
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind 
of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  


