
     SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS INFLUENCERS WOES 
 

God implemented church leadership with a purpose - Eph 4:11-13 - 11 IT WAS HE who gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 

Self-righteousness is a dangerous frame of mind and way of life that tries to display righteousness based on man- Mark 
12:38-40 - 38 As he taught, Jesus said, "Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes 
and be greeted in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 
banquets. 40 They devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be PUNISHED MOST 
SEVERELY."  
 

Christ describes and warns about self-righteousness - Math 23:1-12 -23:1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples: 2 "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must obey them and do everything they 
tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy loads and put them 
on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 5 "Everything they do is done for men 
to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at 
banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men 
call them 'Rabbi.' 8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. 9 And do 
not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for 
you have one Teacher, the Christ.   11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

*Phylacteries square leather boxes containing four strips of parchment with Duet 11:13-21, 6:4-9, Ex13:11-16 & 
13:1-10 

 

• They require others to do things they 
would not do 

• They make themselves look more Spiritual 

• Must be noticed.  

• Must be acknowledged. 

• Expects to get special treatment. 

• Expects to be honored. 

• They will hurt others (especially the weak) 
to advance themselves. 

• Want titles not made for them 

• Their religion is about them not God. 

 

Self-Serving and misleading - Matt 23:13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.  

Being too busy with people being in awe of your knowledge, (knowledge that is at times wrong and misleading) 
you still keep it from others instead of sharing it. 

• Not explaining our actions with the Bible 

• Dealing with the immature and naïve that won’t challenge you correctly 

• Teaching with charm and deception or emotion not with the Word of God. 
 

Hurt others (especially the most vulnerable) to build self - Matt 23:14 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Therefore you will be punished more severely. 
 Making a show of your ministry at other’s expense. 

• Fake Healing shows 

• Presenting Spiritual gifts incorrectly 

• Taking money from the poor and needy offering false hope. 
 

Must have followers that completely follow them - Matt 23:15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a 
son of hell as you are.  

You go (noticeably) way out and overboard for a (false) ministry and those you train are doomed for Hell. 

• Those who will only minister when there is an audience 

• Go out of your way to endorse “your brand” and not Christ 

• Your ministry is more of a show. 
 

Defines what is “meaningful” in Spite of what God says - Matt 23:16-22 -16 "Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone 
swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17 You blind 
fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, 
it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' ➔ 



 
➔19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, he who swears by the 
altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 
22 And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one who sits on it.  

Misleading on what is really sacred and teach those wrong assumptions to others truly misleading them. 

• Those who hold “the book” the Bible is written in as more sacred than the actual Word. 

• Taking Communion over “How” to take Communion. 

• Going to church and doing all the common rituals instead of going to grow, learn, and refuel. 
 

You act with no or wrong purpose, giving priority to somethings while ignoring others - Matt 23:23-24 -23 "Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cummin. But you have 
neglected the more important matters of the law — justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.  
 You make sure to display some “religious” action but your heart and purpose are insincere. 

• Grace-giving but not helping the needy in a Godly way 

• Reading your Bible but not doing all it says. 

• Pick and choose certain items to do from what God says, instead of doing ALL God says. 

• Singing religious Songs and saying religious statements but NOT living a Godly life. 

• Overlook and allow big matters and make a big deal of small matters 
 

You only work on what is seen not what is on the inside - Matt 23:25-26 - 25 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 
Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and THEN the outside also will be clean.  

You spend all of your time on what is seen on the outside. You want to “look” righteous but it’s not what you really 
“Are”. 

• Speaking “Christianese” to give the impression that you are righteous 

• Making sure you say the right thing to the right people but are not truly following God for righteousness. 
• OBEYING God’s word is what cleanses us (1 Peter 1:22) NOT trying to fit the worlds definition of clean. 
 

You will fight to make sure you “look” good and right while “being” wrong - Matt 23:27-28 -27 “Woe to you, teachers of the 
law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are 
full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but 
on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

Even when you are truly evil you want to give the impression you are righteous.  

• Will claim to be right even when your wrong 

• Will not listen to correction or rebuke. 

• You being right in others eyes is more important than you serving God. 
 

“YOUR” values and history trumps God - Matt 23:29-32 - 29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And YOU SAY, 'If we had lived in the days of 
our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31 So you testify against 
yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your 
forefathers!  

There are people of old you revere, while acknowledging their evil, you still follow their lead  

• People who are Christians but still have cultural and/or family traditions that are not in line with God. 

• Glorifying those you honor by magnifying their “good”  and minimizing their evil. 

• Will have other values (i.e. Politics, traditions, history…) equal to or surpassing God’s rules  

• Even though you recognize wrongs of the past, you miss you are doing the same thing in a different way. 
 

Christ is trying to help the self righteous - Matt 23:33-36 - 33 "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being 
condemned to hell? 34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and 
crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35 And so upon you will come all the 
righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, 
whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation.  

Even though Christ is sending people to save them, Christ prophecies most will not change and be punished. 
 

It will be easier to be self-righteous in this day and age because it fits the times - 2 Tim 3:1-5 - But mark this: There will be 
terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, ➔ 



 
➔not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.  
 
What should we look for in Righteous influencers 
 

Under-shepherds serve a major purpose of watching over God’s flock - Acts 20:28-31 - 28 Keep watch over yourselves 
and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 
Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on 
your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  
 
There are Godly requirements for all Godly leaders 

1 Tim 3:1-7 - Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 
Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 
4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or 
he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap.  
 

Titus 1:6-9 - 6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not 
open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be 
blameless — not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest 
gain. 8 Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.  
 

• Must be blameless and above reproach – Must live extra careful to be Godly 

• Husband of one wife – This includes, not incorrectly being divorced as a Christian and remarrying 

• Temperate – Not emotionally triggered 

• Self-controlled – Controls self, not controlled by self 

• Respectable – Humble and well behaved 

• Hospitable – Welcoming and provide undivided attention 

• Able to teach – Able to clearly explain God’s Word by using God’s Word 

• Not Self-willed – Never driven by self driven views 

• Never drunk - Never intoxicated 

• Never violent - Violence is never an option 

• Gentle – Very careful with everyone 

• Not argumentative – Not looking for confrontation or arguments, but to gently present the Truth 

• Not a lover of money or dishonest gain – Money will NEVER be the purpose 

• Must manage his family in a Godly way – He must deal with his family as God says ONLY 
o Children are guided to be Godly – Discipline Children based on God not by their desires  

• Must not be a new convert – Godly maturity is a must 

• Good reputation with outsiders – Character amongst non-Christians must be Godly & blameless 

• Loves what is good – Supports what is GOOD (defined by God) not what seems good (defined by man) 

• Sound mind – Not triggered or easily distracted or misled  

• Holy – Representing God ONLY 

• Disciplined – Manages self well 

• Must hold to the Word of God based on the Word of God – Presenting the the Word in its purest form (2 Cor 4:1-2) 
o Teach, encourage, & refute using Sound doctrine – Using sound doctrine for everything 


