
Purposeful Interactions  
 

*Using a physical example; mature adults will speak and treat adults different than children based on their maturity level. In 
the same way, we must speak and treat unbelievers different than believers based on their Spiritual level. 
 

We need to understand that where a person is Spiritually will affect everything about them - 1 Cor 13:11 When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I PUT childish ways behind me.  
 

God makes it clear that we are to deal with Christians different than we deal with non-Christians - 1 Cor 5:9-13 - 9 I have 
written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 NOT AT ALL MEANING THE PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD 
who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am 
writing you that you must not associate with anyone who CALLS HIMSELF A BROTHER but is sexually immoral or greedy, an 
idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 12 What business is it of mine to judge 
those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from 
among you. 
 

There is a foundation we must have with everyone  
Very careful how you live - Eph 5:15-17 - 15 BE VERY CAREFUL, THEN, HOW YOU LIVE — not as unwise but as wise, 16 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 
Lord's will is.  

• Focused that my lifestyle is through Godly wisdom 

• We are responsible for understanding God’s will (Rom 12:2) 
 

Must have love - 1 Cor 13:1-6 - If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 
but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not 
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth.  
 

God conditioned love - 1 John 2:15 DO NOT LOVE the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.  

 

No favoritism –  
James 2:1-4- My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes 
into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You 
stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts?  
 

James 2:8-9 - 8 IF you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. 9 
But IF you show favoritism, YOU SIN and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  

 

*Favoritism is when my difference of treatment is NOT based on God 
 

Absolutely NO LOVE comes before God - Matt 10:37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

 

Nothing based on me or how I see it - Phil 2:3-4 - 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  
 

Communicate the right way - James 1:19-20 - 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
 

Especially believers… - Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.  
 

To distinguish between Christians and Non-Christians we must Test others 
By their fruit - Matt 7:15-20 - 15 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16 BY THEIR FRUIT YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THEM. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 
Thus, BY THEIR FRUIT YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THEM.  
 

By their actions - Titus 1:15-16 - To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, 
nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but BY THEIR 
ACTIONS THEY DENY HIM. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  

 

 
 



 
Test yourself to see if you are in the faith - 2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you — unless, of course, you fail the test? 

*Make sure you are mature, don’t just claim it, that would only harm you. Time and knowledge do not define 
maturity, Godly living does. (Attitude, response, self-importance, habits, values, & obedience to Christ) 

 

Christian’s relationship with other Believers  
Evidence that we are truly Christians, will be us loving our brothers - 1 John 3:14-15 - 14 We know that we have passed from 
death to life, BECAUSE we love our brothers. ANYONE WHO DOES NOT LOVE REMAINS IN DEATH. 15 Anyone who hates his 
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.  
 

The love we show must be from Christ, and it will minister to the world - John 13:34-35 - 34 "A new command I give you: 
Love one another. AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, so you must love one another. 35 BY THIS all men will know that you are my 
disciples, IF you love one another."  (Matt 16:23…you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.) 
 

To love as Christ, we must obey the Word in order to have sincere love for believers - 1 Peter 1:22 Now that you have 
purified yourselves by obeying the truth SO THAT you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from 
the heart. 

 

The deep love we have for one another covers sins - 1 Peter 4:8-10 - 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 
 

We are to live making our brothers a Godly priority in our lives - Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 
Honor one another above yourselves.  
 

We need to make it a priority to be united IN THE LORD - Rom 15:5-6 - 5 May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 SO THAT with one heart and mouth 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

We are not here to condemn, but to assess and assist without causing stumbling - Rom 14:13 Therefore let us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 
 

We will be held accountable when we talk bad about other believers without trying help –  
James 4:11-12 - 11 Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks 
against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you — who are you to judge your neighbor?  
 

James 5:9 Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  
 

We must have equal concern for ALL Christians in order to avoid the dangers of division - 1 Cor 12:25-26 - 25 SO THAT there 
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every 
part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  
 

We must stop separating due to differences and strive to embrace by the agreement in Christ - 1 Cor 1:10 I appeal to you, 
brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another SO THAT there may be no divisions 
among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 
 

To successfully be unified, we must be Spiritually conscious how we are with our brothers - 1 Peter 3:8-9 - 8 Finally, all of 
you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil 
with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 
 

The key to avoid creating separations in the Body, is to have heavenly values ONLY - Matt 6:19-21 - 19 "DO NOT store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.  

 

Follow the God given instructions to dealing with conflicts among believers - Matt 18:15-17 - 15 "If your brother sins against 
you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he 
will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.'  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as 
you would a pagan or a tax collector.  
 

Christians should bring all disputes before Christians only - 1 Cor 6:1-4 - If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he 
take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will 
judge angels? How much more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as 
judges even men of little account in the church! 

 

 



 
We are God’s people and there is an expected behavior we must have at all times - Col 3:12-16 - 12 Therefore, as God's 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. 
 

Rebuke those who sin - Luke 17:3-4 -"If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against you 
seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him." 
 

We must restore them gently, while being careful not to be misled - Gal 6:1Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you 
who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  

 

We must share one another’s burdens, but never enable –  
Gal 6:2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  
 

Gal 6:5 for each one should carry his own load.  
 

We must respect the authorities and hold others accountable –  
1 Thess 5:12-15 - 12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord 
and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 
14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 
Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.  
 

Heb 3:12-13 - 12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, SO THAT none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

 

Continual meeting for encouragement is a must - Heb 10:24-25 - 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. 25 LET US NOT GIVE UP MEETING TOGETHER, AS SOME ARE IN THE HABIT OF DOING, but let us 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 

We must communicate and pray with one another - James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
 

We must consciously live and speak with the goal of building each other up - Eph 4:29-32 - 29 DO NOT LET any 
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but ONLY what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  
 

Disassociation is the God given mandate towards other Christians who purposely ignore the Bible -   
2 Thess 3:6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to KEEP AWAY from every brother who is idle 
and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.  
 

2 Thess 3:14-15 - 14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. DO NOT ASSOCIATE 
WITH HIM, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.  

 

We must Always display the Word, knowing and preparing for those going astray - 2 Tim 4:2-3 - 2 Preach the Word; be 
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the 
time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around 
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  
 

Let our lives minister to other believers by being an example - 1 Tim 4:12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 
 

Recognize those in the Body who are weak - 1 Cor 8:9-13 - 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does 
not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge 
eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother, for 
whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their 
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat 
again, so that I will not cause him to fall.  
 

We need to all strive for maturity to differentiate between good and evil - Heb 5:11-14 - 11 We have much to say about 
this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though BY THIS TIME YOU OUGHT TO BE TEACHERS, 
you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone 
who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the 
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  

(Love, Unity, Encouragement, Accountability) 
 



 
Interaction with Unbelievers –  
 

We are a guide that adds flavor while preserving the world - Matt 5:13-16 - 13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by 
men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
BEFORE MEN, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  
 

We must recognize unbelievers as those that are Spiritually blind and need immediate guidance - 2 Cor 4:4-6 - 4 The god of 
this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they CANNOT see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but JESUS CHRIST AS LORD, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' 
sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  
 

We must first Spiritually prepare ourselves to prepare for the world 
Making partnerships with unbelievers is a dangerous path away from God –  

It corrupts us - 1 Cor 15:33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 
 

It corrupts our relationship with God - James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world 
is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

 

We must be amongst unbelievers with the goal to minister to them - Mark 2:15-17 - 15 While Jesus was having dinner at 
Levi's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed 
him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the "sinners" and tax collectors, they 
asked his disciples: "Why does he eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  

 

Partnering with unbelievers displays a distorted focus in us - 2 Cor 6:14-16 - 14 Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 
15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What 
agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will 
live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."  
 

We must NOT allow ourselves to live loving the world - 1 John 2:15 DO NOT love the world or anything in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  
 

We are to be strangers in this world, led by the Spirit, not our desires - 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and 
strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  
 

Our interact with unbelievers is ministry 
We must recognize that the world CANNOT understand the Spiritual - 1 Cor 2:13-14 - 13 This is what we speak, not in 
words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The 
man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
 

This means we can’t just give them scripture and expect them to get it - Matt 7:6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do 
not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.  

 

We must be Spiritually strategic when it comes to dealing with unbelievers - Col 4:5-6 - 5 Be wise in the way you act 
toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, 
SO THAT you may know how to answer everyone.  

 

Our goal is to live, playing our part, to make unbelievers, Believers - Matt 28:19-20 - 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  
 

We are used by God, relying on God’s strength to minister to the world - 1 Cor 1:26-31 - 26 Brothers, think of what you 
were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things — and the things that are not — to 
nullify the things that are, 29 SO THAT no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.   31 Therefore, as it is 
written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  
 

Realize we play a part, and we are to allow God to work - 1 Cor 3:5-9 - 5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? 
Only servants, through whom you came to believe — AS THE LORD HAS ASSIGNED TO EACH HIS TASK. 6 I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered it, but GOD MADE IT GROW. ➔ 
 



 
➔7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The man who 
plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are 
God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  
 

We make it our priority to get to know others with the purpose of winning them for Christ - 1 Cor 9:19-23 - 19 Though I 
am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became 
like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the 
law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am 
not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, 
to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for 
the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  
 

A major part of our ministry to unbelievers will be HOW we live among them -1 Peter 2:12 Live such good lives among 
the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he 
visits us.  
 

We must be careful to make sure all interactions with unbelievers are done in such a way that we display God -1 Cor 
10:24-33 - 24 Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. 25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without 
raising questions of conscience, 26 for, "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it." 27 If some unbeliever invites you to 
a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising questions of conscience. 28 But if anyone says 
to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice," then do not eat it, both for the sake of the man who told you and for 
conscience' sake— 29 the other man's conscience, I mean, not yours. For why should my freedom be judged by 
another's conscience? 30 If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank 
God for? 31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to 
stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not 
seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 
 

DO NOT get caught-up in the “worldly” conversations, but continue the conversation of Christ crucified - 1 Cor 1:21-25 - 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.  
 

Even in marriage the believer’s goal is salvation - 1 Cor 7:15-16 - 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A 
believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 How do you know, 
wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?  

 

Our religion has to be watching what we say, looking out for those in need, and not being corrupt by the world - James 
1:26-27 - 26 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and 
his religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  
 
(Display Christ, being amongst while not becoming connected, we minister to win for the Gospel) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Question: (Purposeful interactions)     Name: ______________________ 
 

1. What is the problem with Christians interacting with non-Christians same as we do with other Christians? -  
 
 
 
 
 

2. If we mean well but do not apply love to our interactions, what does it matter? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the difference between unconditional love and God conditional love? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Give an example of recognizing a Christian by their Fruit. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What are Christians called that do not love other Christians? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What is needed for us to have sincere love for other Christians? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What should we do if we are in a disagreement with another Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Explain how to carry each other’s burdens while not enabling. 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Explain how disassociation works. 
 
 
 



 
 

10. Why is it wrong for Christians to be friends with Non-Christians? 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What does it mean to be strangers in the world? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Give an example of making ourselves slave in order to win for Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

13. What are the three requirements for a God accepted religion? 


