
Christian Camaraderie 
 

One of the most coveted human desires is companionship. Unfortunately, like everything else, all companionship is not the same. 
Godly companionship caters to God which leads to our salvation. While worldly companionship caters to the flesh, which leads to our 
demise. Many Christians today crave worldly companionship. 
 

Worldly relationship 

• Human desires 

• Human views 

• Self-worth 

Godly relationships 

• God’s Will 

• God’s Truth 

• Encouraging in Christ 
 

We MUST be God-purposed in order to distinguish between worldly and Godly relationships - Gal 6:7-10 - 7 Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature WILL REAP destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit WILL REAP eternal life. 9 LET US NOT BECOME WEARY IN DOING GOOD, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers.         

*This is not an “action-reaction” but a Godly reaction no matter what 
 

Even with family, our concept of the relationship may conflict with God’s will - Matt 10:34-38 - 34 "Do not suppose that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn "'a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' 37 
"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me;  
 

Understand, all individual Christians are part of one body - 1 Cor 12:12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and 
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 
 

We are to strive to make sure that there is NO DIVISION in that body - 1 Cor 12:24-26 - 24 while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that THERE 
SHOULD BE NO DIVISION IN THE BODY, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
 

The Church leadership responsibility is to train the body as one group to BE one group in Christ - Eph 4:12-13 - 12 to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity IN THE FAITH and IN THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE SON OF GOD and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
 

God not only tells us not to partner with unbelievers, He implies what should be the ONLY thing that links our connection with 
believers - 2 Cor 6:14-16 - 14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 
Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in 
common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For WE ARE the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people 

*Our likes & dislikes are desires, NOT attributes that define us. We are defined by God only! 
 

Our unity is NOT to be of ourselves, it is to come from God - Rom 15:5-6 - 5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 
you a spirit of unity among yourselves AS YOU follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

We must be careful not to allow worldly trust to replace REAL trust 
Worldly trust, trusts self which is foolish - Prov 28:26 He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe.  
 

Worldly trust, revers man and traps themselves - Prov 29:25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is 
kept safe.  
 

Worldly trust, trusts man, which places the trustor in a curse - Jer 17:5 This is what the Lord says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in 
man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
 

All TRUST must be through God - Ps 62:8 Trust in him AT ALL TIMES, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
 

Christ is THE Guide on how our Christian relationships should be - John 13:34-35 - 34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, IF you love one another."  

 *Christ loves us by loving God. By obeying God (Jn 13:41) He automatically loves us. When we try to directly love others, we 
unintentionally mix God’s perfect Love with our destructive version of love which means the love we give is corrupt. We must 
obey God in order to TRULY love others (1 Pe 1:22).  

 

We are commanded to be careful to do all we can to make sure we are working together (in Christ) NO MATTER WHAT –  
Rom 12:16-18 - 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not 
be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
➔ 



1 Peter 3:8-9 - 8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

 

God commands us how we are to Be in our relationships - Eph 4:2-7 -2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as 
you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
 

The purpose of our relationship is to represent Christ, and to minister to others –  
Phil 1:27-28 - 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 28 
without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be 
saved — and that by God. 
 

Col 3:12-17 - 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.  

 

We must lookout for the weak with the purpose of building them up in God NOT IN US- Rom 15:1-3 - We who are strong ought to bear 
with the failings of the weak and NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. 2 Each of us should please his neighbor FOR HIS GOOD, TO BUILD HIM UP.  
 

We must recognize and respect others viewpoints when it comes to “disputable matters” and “agree to disagree” - Rom 14:1-4 - Accept 
him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on DISPUTABLE MATTERS. 2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but 
another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and 
the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge someone 
else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 

When it comes to the indisputable things of Christ, we must strive for ALL in the relationship to have the mind of Christ - 1 Cor 1:10 I 
appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ALL OF YOU AGREE WITH ONE ANOTHER so that there may be no 
divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 
 

Having the mind of Christ, means…  
Striving for unity in Christ - Phil 2:1-2 - If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  
 

Totally removing self – Phil 2:3 -3 DO NOTHING out of SELFISH AMBITION or VAIN CONCEIT, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 

We must have each other’s SPIRITUAL backs - 1 Cor 10:31-33 - 31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everybody in every 
way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 
 

The relationships ARE NOT to please others based on them, but to please others based on God 
1 Thess 2:4-6 - 4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are NOT TRYING TO PLEASE 
MEN but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed — God is our 
witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. 
 

Gal 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I 
would not be a servant of Christ.  

 

True unity with believers gives us access to true relationship with Christ along with all that comes with it - Col 2:2-4 - 2 My purpose is 
that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, SO THAT they may have the full riches of complete understanding, IN ORDER 
THAT they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you 
this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 
 


