
Being Certain in Uncertainty  
Asking people what they want for the New Year is like asking a taxi driver what he wants most out of the upcoming day of 
work, and his response is, “I hope I do not have to drive”. 
 

God has made it known, life will come with undesirable situations, which are not all considered “bad” 
2 Tim 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus WILL BE persecuted, 
 

James 1:2-3 - 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith develops perseverance. 

 
We have gotten into the bad habit of seeking hope and comfort the way the world does…THIS SHOULD NOT BE - 2 Cor 10:3 For 
though we live in the world, WE DO NOT WAGE WAR AS THE WORLD DOES.  
 
We tend to look for signs and for things to automatically fall into place in our lives - Matt 16:4 A wicked and adulterous 
generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them and went away.  
      *Instead of reading into what is unseen, we need to read what was given for us to see (1 Cor 4:6) 
 
There are many things that have, and will, happen that really go unanswered - Luke 13:1-5 - Now there were some present at 
that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, "Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I TELL YOU, NO! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them — do you think 
they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I TELL YOU, NO! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."  
             * When we read into something, it can falsely discourage or falsely encourage us. 
 
Every man’s life is a mystery 

Eccl 8:6-7 - 6 For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter, though a man's misery weighs heavily upon him. 7 
Since no man knows the future, who can tell him what is to come?  
 

James 4:14-15 - 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for 
a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that."  

 
There are things that are just not meant for us to know - Deut 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.  
 
We are commanded to accept the life status we are given and we are to live for God, not based of them -1 Cor 7:17-19 -17 
Nevertheless, each one should retain the PLACE IN LIFE that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the 
rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. 
Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision IS 
NOTHING*. KEEPING GOD'S COMMANDS IS WHAT COUNTS.  
 (*in God stating that it is nothing, means it should have NO effect on our Christian walk)  
 

We are commanded to accept the situations we are given and we are to live DESPITE them, not because of them -1 Cor 7:20-24- 
20 Each one should remain in the SITUATION which he was in when God called him. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? 
Don't LET IT trouble you — although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the 
Lord is the LORD'S FREEDMAN; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is CHRIST'S SLAVE**. 23 You were bought at 
a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, each man, AS RESPONSIBLE TO GOD, should remain in the situation God called 
him to.  
(**We are to serve and display God in any situation) 
 
Joseph 

• Joseph dreams his brothers would bow down to him (Gen 37:1-17) 

• Joseph was first going to be killed by his brothers, but was instead sold to Ishmaelites, who then sold him to Egypt (Gen 
37:18-36)   

• Joseph was successful in Egypt, put 2nd in charge, success in all he did, However; was pursued and lied on by Pharaoh’s 
wife. (Gen 39:1-18)  

• Though Joseph did not sin, he was thrown in jail based on the lie from pharaoh’s wife. However; God was with him (Gen 
39:19-23) * 

• While in prison, he interpreted dreams and requested to be remembered when the cupbearer got out, but the cupbearer 
forgot. Joseph was left in jail 2 years longer. (Gen 40) * 

• Two years later, when Pharaoh had a dream, then Joseph was remembered (Gen 41:1-13) 

• Joseph interprets Pharoah’s dream, Joseph gave the glory to God, and was eventually made ruler of Egypt (Gen 41:14-49) 

• Joseph’s planning saved many in the great Famine (Gen 47:20-31) -Gen 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  



Job 

• Job was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. (Job 1:1)    

• Job prayed for his kids and he neither praised nor bashed them (Job 1:4-5) 

• God recommended Job to Satan TWICE (Job 1:6-8) (Job 2:3) * 

• Satan asks a good question - Job 1:9-12 Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you not put a hedge 
around him and his household and everything he has? 

• His herds taken, Sheppard’s killed Sheep and servants killed – (Job 1:13-16) 

• His transportation Destroyed– (Job 1:17) 

• His Children were killed – (Job 1:18) * 

• Job was very desirably blessed at the second part of his life- (Job 42:12-17) 

• Through all of this, Job praised God - Job 1:20-22 - 20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he 
fell to the ground IN WORSHIP 21 and said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. THE LORD 
GAVE AND THE LORD HAS TAKEN AWAY; may the name of the Lord be praised."  22 In all this, Job did not sin by 
charging God with wrongdoing.  

• He supports God in his pain - Job 2:9-10- 9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and 
die!" 10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, 
Job did not sin in what he said.  

• Job did the thing we dangerously continue to do today -  Job 42:3 [You asked,] 'Who is this that obscures my counsel 
without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.    
                  * There are things that are too hard for us to understand therefore we must go through it trusting God. 

 
Things do not always end up the way “they seem they should” - Eccl 9:11-12 - 11 I have seen something else under the sun: The 
race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the 
learned; but TIME AND CHANCE HAPPEN TO THEM ALL. 12 Moreover, no man knows when his hour will come: As fish are caught 
in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so men are trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them.  
 *Our lives are not perfectly planned for us, WE ARE PERFECTLY PLANNED FOR LIFE! 
 
All situations, weather good or bad are from God - Eccl 7:13-14 - 13 Consider what God has done: Who can straighten what he 
has made crooked? 14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the 
other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future.  
 
Christians know, no matter the situation, it works for our good - Rom 8:28 And we know that IN ALL THINGS God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. (Phil 2:12-13) 
 
The secret is not in having desirable situations, but that you may live TRUSTING GOD! 

Our Trust in Him is what keeps our true purpose undistorted - John 14:1-2 - "DO NOT LET your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God; trust also in me.  (*Please realize, this is concerning both the undesirable and the desirable!) 

 

To truly Trust God, I must eliminate me - Prov 3:5-7 - 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN 
UNDERSTANDING; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and HE WILL MAKE YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT. 7 Do not be wise in your 
own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.  
 

We must realize, our lives in God’s Hands means He is in control based on HIS purpose-Rom 9:12-16 - 12 not by works but by 
him who calls — she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  13 Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 14 
What then shall we say? Is God unjust? NOT AT ALL! 15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16 IT DOES NOT, THEREFORE, DEPEND ON MAN'S DESIRE OR EFFORT, BUT ON 
GOD'S MERCY.  

 
We must NEVER be defined by any situation, but be prepared in God for all situations - Phil 4:11-13 - 11 I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I HAVE LEARNED to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. I HAVE LEARNED THE SECRET OF BEING CONTENT IN ANY AND EVERY SITUATION, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I CAN DO EVERYTHING THROUGH HIM WHO GIVES ME STRENGTH.  
 
No matter what comes in the future, make God your peace and your hope - Ps 62:5-8 - 5 Find rest, O my soul, IN GOD ALONE; 
my hope comes from him. 6 He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 7 My salvation and my 
honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 8 Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God 
is our refuge. 
 
 


