
     Deceptive Approval of Men 
 

We have to be careful not to allow the compliments or criticisms of men to direct us into things abominable to God - Luke 
16:13-15 - 13 "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." 14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and 
were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said to them, "YOU ARE THE ONES WHO JUSTIFY YOURSELVES IN THE EYES OF MEN, but GOD 
KNOWS YOUR HEARTS. WHAT IS HIGHLY VALUED AMONG MEN IS DETESTABLE IN GOD'S SIGHT.  
 

Christians are to please God, NOT man - Gal 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.  
 

Those trying to please man will work just on the surface–  
While staying corrupt and hypocritical internally Matt 23:27-28- 27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's 
bones and everything unclean. 28 IN THE SAME WAY, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  
 

Magnifying the fleshly things of man instead of glorifying Christ - Gal 6:12-15 - 12 Those who want to make a good 
impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted 
for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that 
they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what 
counts is a new creation.  

 

Fleshly appearances and charisma are limited, while fearing God is what counts - Prov 31:30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty 
is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.  
 

We must see all things through God because man doesn’t focus on the things God does - 1 Sam 16:6-7 - 6 When they 
arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed stands here before the Lord." 7 But the Lord said to 
Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. THE LORD DOES NOT LOOK AT THE THINGS 
MAN LOOKS AT. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  
 

Jesus displayed ONLY what God approves - John 8:15-16 - 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 
But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me.  
 

Like Jesus, we must Only receive and apply approvals and criticisms of God only - John 7:24 Stop judging by mere 
appearances, and make a right judgment."  
 

The Bible is the main tool to keep us in the approval of God and protect from the deceptive approval of man - Heb 4:12-13 
- 12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him TO WHOM WE MUST GIVE ACCOUNT.  
 

Unfortunately, man pursues the praise from men over the praise of God - John 12:42-43 - 42 Yet at the same time many 
even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they 
would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for THEY LOVED PRAISE FROM MEN MORE THAN PRAISE FROM GOD.  
 

Seeking the praise of men, leaves us open to be corrupted by corrupt men - Rom 1:28-32 - 28 Furthermore, since they did 
not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be 
done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 
doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Although they know God's 
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 
APPROVE OF THOSE who practice them.  
 

We must pursue the approval of God, NEVER the praise of men - 1 Thess 2:3-6 - 3 For the appeal we make does not spring 
from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel. We are NOT TRYING TO PLEASE MEN BUT GOD, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used 
flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed — God is our witness. 6 WE WERE NOT LOOKING FOR PRAISE FROM 
MEN, NOT FROM YOU OR ANYONE ELSE. 
 
 


