
                      The Poor 
 

Christ became poor in order for us to become rich, but we have blurred what it means to truly be rich – 2 Cor 8:9 For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, SO THAT you 
through his poverty might become rich. 

 

We are judged on if we recognize the difference in riches by how we deal with it - Luke 16:10-12 - 10 "Whoever can 
be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be 
dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling WORLDLY WEALTH, who will trust you with 
TRUE RICHES? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of 
your own?                 *Any riches given to us now is for us to Glorify God with 

 

Matt 25:31-46 Describes a group of people we are responsible for, (The hungry, The thirsty, the stranger, the poor, the 
sick and the imprisoned). Doing this is an attribute that will differentiate the Christians and non-Christians.  
 

Those who harm the underprivileged are considered as part of the most evil sinners - Mal 3:2-5 "So I will come near to 
you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers 
of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me," says the 
Lord Almighty.  
 

God gives worldly wealth as a shrewd part of ministry, not for self-indulgence - Luke 16:8-9 - 8 "And his master praised 
the unrighteous manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their 
own kind than the sons of light.  9 "And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of 
unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they will receive you into the eternal dwellings. NASU 
 

Unlike the World, our giving is not for human repayment for we know who TRULY repays - Luke 14:12-14 - 12 Then 
Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or 
your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."  

 

The rich are commanded to “GENEROUSLY SHARE” –  
1 Tim 6:17-19 - 17 COMMAND THOSE who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18 COMMAND THEM to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to BE GENEROUS and willing to share. 19 IN THIS WAY 
they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life 
that is truly life.  

 

2 Cor 9:10-11 - 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store 
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 YOU WILL BE MADE RICH IN EVERY WAY SO THAT you 
can be generous on every occasion, and THROUGH US YOUR GENEROSITY WILL RESULT IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD.  

 

The righteous recognize their true wealth, the wicked do not, with dire consequences - Prov 10:15-16 - 15 The wealth 
of the rich is their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 16 The wages of the righteous bring them life, but 
the income of the wicked brings them punishment.  
 

To be considered one of “the fortunate in this age” could be a setup for eternal misfortune - Luke 6:24-26 - 24 "But woe 
to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed NOW, for you will go 
hungry. Woe to you who laugh NOW, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for 
that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.  
 

*This issue has been ignored, especially in the American culture today, because man does not want to feel guilty about 
being rich and desires to experience all that comes with the title in this age. We must be aware that God’s Word warns 
of the dangers of those that strive to be one of “the rich” in today’s age.  
 

Those that strive to be rich are in extreme danger - 1 Tim 6:9-10 - 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and 
a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs.               * If we are being honest, most today are “money lead” but claim Godliness  
 

The rich are going to struggle to make it into Heaven - Matt 19:23-26 - 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the 
truth, IT IS HARD FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." ➔ 



➔25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 26 Jesus looked 
at them and said, "WITH MAN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE."  
 

Those who identify as rich in this age are in Eternal danger if their ways (which are affecting the poor) are not changed 
- James 5:1-6 - Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2 Your wealth 
has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against 
you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the 
workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 
slaughter.  6 You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.  

• Hoarding of wealth 

• Wages not paid and under paid 

• Living in luxury and self-indulgence 

• Condemn & murdered the innocent
 

A major part of Sodom and Gomorrah’s sin was their treatment of the underprivileged - Ezek 16:49-50 - 49 "'Now this 
was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not HELP the 
poor and needy. 50 They were haughty and did detestable things before me. Therefore I did away with them as you 
have seen. 

• Way more than what they need 

• Did not care of others’ struggles 

• Did not TRULY help those in need. 

• Arrogantly look down on others 
 

In reference to our positions with Christ, the humbler our situation, the more important we are, while the richer our 
situation, the less important- James 1:9-11 - 9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high 
position. 10 But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. 11 
For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, 
the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.  
 

Today many continue choosing the wrong master and shelter –  
Eccl 7:12 Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is this: that WISDOM PRESERVES 
THE LIFE OF ITS POSSESSOR.  
 

Matt 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
 

Luke 12:15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; A MAN'S LIFE DOES NOT 
CONSIST IN THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS POSSESSIONS."  

*Not recognizing this, leads us to how we treat those that don’t have 
 

God warned that the mistreatment of the underprivileged will happen and it will be a biproduct of those living to be 
rich - Eccl 5:8-11 - 8 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised at such 
things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still. 9 The increase from the land is 
taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. 10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 11 As goods increase, so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them?  
 

We need to MAKE SURE these passages are not describing us and those we support –  
Ps 10:2-11 - 2 In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the schemes he devises. 3 He 
boasts of the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the Lord. 4 In his pride the wicked does not seek 
him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God. 5 His ways are always prosperous; he is haughty and your laws are far 
from him; he sneers at all his enemies. 6 He says to himself, "Nothing will shake me; I'll always be happy and never have 
trouble." 7 His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; trouble and evil are under his tongue. 8 He lies in wait near 
the villages; from ambush he murders the innocent, watching in secret for his victims. 9 He lies in wait like a lion in 
cover; he lies in wait to catch the helpless; he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net. 10 His victims are 
crushed, they collapse; they fall under his strength. 11 He says to himself, "God has forgotten; he covers his face and 
never sees."  
 

Isa 10:1-4 - Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, 2 to deprive the poor of their 
rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people, making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless. 3 
WHAT WILL YOU DO ON THE DAY OF RECKONING, when disaster comes from afar? To whom will you run for help? 
Where will you leave your riches? 4 Nothing will remain but to cringe among the captives or fall among the slain. Yet 
for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.  
 * Instead of us being defensive of being accused of this, we need to be fearfully sure we are not this.  
 



How we treat the underprivileged shows how we really feel about God –  
Prov 14:31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.  
 

Prov 17:5 He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go 
unpunished. 

 

Those that live to get rich will end up in eternal poverty - Prov 22:16 He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth 
and he who gives gifts to the rich — BOTH COME TO POVERTY.  
 

God takes special note of those that treat the underprivileged bad and HE will repay - Prov 22:22-23 - 22 Do not exploit 
the poor because they are poor and do not crush the needy in court, 23 for the Lord will take up their case and will 
plunder those who plunder them.  
 

We must understand, it is not favoritism when we treat the underprivileged based on God. –  
James 2:1-9 - My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes 
into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You 
stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich 
in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich 
who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are 
slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your 
neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. 
 

James 2:12-13 12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because 
judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!  

 

Those that lookout for the underprivileged have TRUE provision and protection - Ps 41:1-3 - Blessed is he who has 
regard for the weak; the Lord delivers him in times of trouble. 2 The Lord will protect him and preserve his life; he will 
bless him in the land and not surrender him to the desire of his foes. 3 The Lord will sustain him on his sickbed and 
restore him from his bed of illness.  
 

God will avenge the underprivileged –  
Ps 72:4 He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; he will crush the oppressor. 
  

Ps 103:6 The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.  
 

Christians are to be the voice for those that have no voice which includes the poor and needy - Prov 31:8-9 - 8 "SPEAK 
UP for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9 SPEAK UP and JUDGE FAIRLY; 
defend the rights of the poor and needy." 
 

A Godly man recognizes how his relationship with the poor dictates his relationship with God –  
Prov 22:9 A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.  
 

Prov 28:27 He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them RECEIVES MANY CURSES.  
 

Prov 29:7 The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.  
 

Prov 21:13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.  
 

God does not look at the amount, God looks at the percentage - Mark 12:41-44 - 41 Jesus sat down opposite the place 
where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people 
threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a 
penny. 43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT MORE INTO THE 
TREASURY THAN ALL THE OTHERS. 44 They all gave OUT OF THEIR WEALTH; but she, OUT OF HER POVERTY, put in 
everything — all she had to live on."  
 

Was the sin that sent the rich man to Hell his daily luxurious living?  - Luke 16:19-25 - 19 "There was a rich man who was 
dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered 
with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 "The 
time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 
In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to 
him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,➔ 



➔because I am in agony in this fire.' 25 "But Abraham replied, 'Son, REMEMBER THAT IN YOUR LIFETIME YOU RECEIVED 
YOUR GOOD THINGS, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  
 

God knows those givers that are sincere and those that are not - John 12:5-8 -, 5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the 
money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages."  6 HE DID NOT SAY THIS BECAUSE HE CARED ABOUT THE POOR 
but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 "Leave her 
alone," Jesus replied. "[It was intended] that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always 
have the poor among you, but you will not always have me."  
 

A major part of our giving to God is HOW we give to the needy - Acts 10:1-5 - At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; 
he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a 
vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" 4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What 
is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts TO THE POOR have come up as a memorial offering 
before God.  
 

Recognize, all giving to the poor is worthless without Love - 1 Cor 13:3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my 
body to the flames, BUT HAVE NOT LOVE, I GAIN NOTHING.  
 

Before we can help the Underprivileged, we must CAREFULLY distinguish between the irresponsible and the poor/ 
oppressed 
 

We must make sure everyone is responsible (based on God) - Gal 6:5 for each one should carry his own load.  
 

Please be sure NOT to measure others based on you! –  
2 Cor 10:12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they 
measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, THEY ARE NOT WISE. 
 

Prov 28:11 A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who has discernment sees through him.  
 

Those that are idle, we must avoid -2 Thess 3:6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to 
KEEP AWAY FROM EVERY BROTHER WHO IS IDLE AND DOES NOT LIVE ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING YOU RECEIVED 
FROM US.  
 

Responsibility is taking care of you and your responsibilities, at times asking for help when needed, but NEVER 
expecting handouts -2 Thess 3:7-13 -7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not 
idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night 
and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not 
have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." 11 We hear that some among you are idle. They 
are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and 
earn the bread they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  
 

We must teach the dangers of laziness and irresponsibility 
Do not miss an opportunity by looking for something greater - Eccl 4:5 The fool folds his hands and ruins himself. 6 
Better one handful with tranquility than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the wind.  
 

The lazy and irresponsible are on a dangerous path - Prov 15:19 The way of the sluggard is blocked with thorns, but 
the path of the upright is a highway.  
 

When our efforts are lazy and irresponsible you will reap much less Prov 20:4 A sluggard does not plow in season; 
so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing.  

 

Continue to monitor your life to make sure YOU are not the cause of poverty and lack - Prov 24:30-34 - 30 I went 
past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; 31 thorns had come up everywhere, 
the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins. 32 I applied my heart to what I observed and 
learned a lesson from what I saw: 33 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest —  34 and 
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.  

 

Just follow God’s instruction on life instead of living grumbling and complaining - Prov 19:16 He who obeys 
instructions guards his life, but he who is contemptuous of his ways will die.  

 

The responsible must deal with the irresponsible patiently - 1 Thess 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who 
are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
 



 
Question: (The Poor)       Name: ______________________ 
 

1. What is the difference between “worldly wealth” and “true wealth”? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why does God give some “worldly wealth”? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What does it mean to generously share? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Explain why identifying as rich and prosperous today is a dangerous life path. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Explain how Sodom is an example to the rich today. -  
 
 
 
 
 

6. Please explain Eccl 7:12 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How we treat the underprivilege is a reflection of how we feel for who? 
 
 
 
 
 

8. How does looking out for the underprivilege show dependence on God? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What does God use to measure our giving? 
 
 
 
 



 
 

10. What does it mean to live in luxury and how could this be wrong? 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What one element MUST exist in all of our giving? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. When we measure if a person is in need or irresponsible, we must NEVER use what as a standard of measure? 
 
 
 
 


