
                   Lukewarm deception 
 

The Laodicean church is an example of God’s feelings on those trying to live on both sides of the fence - Rev 3:14-19 - 14 
"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of 
God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that YOU ARE NEITHER COLD NOR HOT. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 
So, BECAUSE YOU ARE LUKEWARM — neither hot nor cold — I AM ABOUT TO SPIT YOU OUT OF MY MOUTH. 17 YOU SAY, 'I 
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But YOU DO NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I 
rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.  
 

God makes it clear that HE CANNOT be fooled. Either we live for Him or we don’t, NOT BOTH - Gal 6:7-8 - 7 Do not be 
deceived: GOD CANNOT BE MOCKED. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature WILL REAP destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit WILL REAP eternal life. 
 

From the beginning, Christ made it clear that there will be NO excuse to NOT FOLLOW HIM ONLY 
Luke 14:25-27 - 25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — HE CANNOT 
BE MY DISCIPLE. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE.  
 

Luke 14:33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE.  
 

The three areas where “lukewarm” living is most prevalent is worship, dependence and desire 
 

People tend to take worship lightly and they do not realize the danger of dabbling in other forms of worship - 1 Cor 
10:14-22-14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we 
break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 18 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar? 19 Do 
I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the SACRIFICES OF 
PAGANS ARE OFFERED TO DEMONS, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You CANNOT 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you CANNOT have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of 
demons. 22 ARE WE TRYING TO AROUSE THE LORD'S JEALOUSY? ARE WE STRONGER THAN HE?  
 

Worship is not just an event, but a lifestyle - Col 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: 
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, WHICH IS IDOLATRY. 
 

Jesus gave the mandatory requirements for worship - John 4:24 God is spirit, and his worshipers MUST WORSHIP in spirit 
and in truth."  
 

We serve who/what we depend on, those that think they are successfully serving both God and wealth need to think 
again - Matt 6:24 "NO ONE CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. YOU CANNOT SERVE GOD AND WEALTH. NASU  
 

God gives the guidelines we need in order to live showing full dependence on God - Matt 6:31-33 - 31 So do not worry, 
saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 FOR THE PAGANS RUN AFTER ALL 
THESE THINGS, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 

Our “Life-purpose” is either Spirit or Flesh, it must not be desire led. It is IMPOSSIBLE to do both- Gal 5:16-18 - 16 So I say, 
LIVE BY THE SPIRIT, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary 
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. THEY ARE IN CONFLICT WITH EACH OTHER, so that you do 
not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  
 

Our desire will come down to what we CHOSE to set our minds on - Rom 8:5-8 - 5 Those who live according to the sinful 
nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds 
set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 
the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, NOR CAN IT DO SO. 8 Those controlled by the sinful 
nature cannot please God. 
 

Christian’s have a responsibility to live Spiritually ONLY - Rom 8:12-14 - 12 Therefore, brothers, WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION 
— but it is NOT to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, YOU WILL DIE; 
but if BY THE SPIRIT you put to death the misdeeds of the body, YOU WILL LIVE, 14 because those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God. 


