
     How Obedience Works Under Grace 
 

Obeying God is what matters! - 1 Cor 7:19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts. 
 

To say we love God is meaningless if we don’t live in obedience - 2 John 6 And THIS IS LOVE: that we walk in obedience to his commands. 
As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.  
 

The obeying of God’s commands is Not being justified by works, it is the evidence we are Christians 
The true Christian will receive His commands and do them –  

John 14:15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 
 

John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, HE IS THE ONE who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I too will love him and show myself to him."  

 

The ones that truly knows Christ will be shown by them obeying His commands - 1 John 2:3-6 - 3 We know that we have come to know 
him IF WE OBEY HIS COMMANDS. 4 The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. THIS IS HOW WE KNOW WE ARE IN HIM: 6 Whoever 

claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  (John 14:31) 
 

The Children of God are recognized by following God’s commands - 1 John 5:2-5 - 2 This is HOW WE KNOW that we love the children 
of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to OBEY HIS COMMANDS. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is 
it that overcomes the world? ONLY HE who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  

 

Doing what God commands is NOT still being under the Old Testament Law - Col 2:13-15 - 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with 
its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  
 

The Law Christians are under is Christ’s Law - 1 Cor 9:21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not 
free from God's law but am UNDER CHRIST'S LAW), so as to win those not having the law.  
 

Christ’s Law is the Gospel, and we must live in obedience to it - 2 Thess 1:8-9 - 8 He WILL punish those who do not know God and do not 
OBEY THE GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 
from the majesty of his power 
 

How important is keeping God’s commands and how to do it 
Most importantly, it’s the main path to eternal life - 1 John 2:24-25 - 24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in 
you. IF IT DOES, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us — even eternal life.  
 

It will literally free us!!! - John 8:31-32 - 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "IF you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 THEN you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  
 

Obeying HIS commands keeps us in God’s Love - John 15:10-12 - 10 IF you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.  
 

Loving one another is living for one another IN CHRIST - Gal 6:2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. 

 

Obeying His commands are part of the requirements needed for receiving what we ask for in prayer - 1 John 3:21-24 - 21 Dear friends, 
if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, BECAUSE we obey his 
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one 
another as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in 
us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.  

*Definition of “Belief in Christ” is DOING what He commands – (James 2:20-24) -  

 

God’s Word is what sets us apart for His purpose - John 17:16-17 - 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them 
by the truth; YOUR WORD IS TRUTH.  
 

Obeying God’s Word is what purifies us - 1 Peter 1:22-23 - 22 Now that you have purified yourselves BY OBEYING THE TRUTH so that 
you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.  23 For you have been born again, not of perishable 

seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 

All this means we must use the Bible ONLY - 1 Cor 4:6 Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 
so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "DO NOT GO BEYOND WHAT IS WRITTEN." Then you will not take pride in one 
man over against another.     
 

In a nutshell, we must live in obedience and allow God to work in us according to Him - Phil 2:12-13 - Therefore, my dear friends, as 
you have always obeyed — not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  


