
FOOLISHNESS OR FAITH 
 

*Scenario: Two men (Minister A and Minister B) starting in the ministry decided to “step out on faith” and start their 
church. They both quit their jobs and both put their life saving into the church. Minister A seemed to have failed. He went 
bankrupt and had to find another job to pay his debts and cost of living. Minister B seems to have succeeded with 
membership growing and enough income coming in to support him and his family. 
 

Which minister truly “Stepped out on Faith?” 
 

*Many would say Minister B step out on Faith based on how it “seemed”, but we must consider the following: 

• The church of Smyrna (Rev 2:8-11) seemed like a failure but was truly a success. 

• The church of Laodicea (Rev 2:14-22) seemed like a success but was truly a failure 
 

We are commanded to LIVE by faith ONLY! - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, NOT by sight. 
 

We must make sure our faith is in the right direction - Mark 11:22 "Have faith IN GOD," Jesus answered.  
 *This means I have Faith in God NO MATTER the response 
 

A great example of Faith in God - Matthew - 14:25-29- 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the 
lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in 
fear.27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, 
“tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus. 

 

*Peter Checked with Christ, received the answer from Christ, and acted on what Christ said. 
 

*Unless God clearly tells us to do something or builds the bases for what we do, Godly wisdom will display Godly Faith 
 

God’s Word and His Wisdom is needed to truly step out on faith - 2 Tim 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, which are able to make you WISE for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

Wisdom helps us to discern the situation and act wisely - Prov 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but 
the simple keep going and suffer for it.  

 

To avoid walking by sight, we must make sure it is the right wisdom - 1 Cor 3:18-20 - 18 DO NOT DECEIVE YOURSELVES. 
If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 
19 For THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD IS FOOLISHNESS IN GOD'S SIGHT. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their 
craftiness”; 20 and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile." 
 

The ingredients of wisdom - Prov 8:12-14 - 12 "I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and 
discretion. 13 To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. 14 Counsel 
and sound judgment are mine; I have understanding and power.  

• Prudence (caution) 

• Knowledge 

• discretion 

• Counsel 

• sound judgment 

• understanding 

• power

 

Traits of Wisdom - James 3:13-18 - 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of 
the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and EVERY evil practice. 17 But the 
wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good 
fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.  
Traits that distort wisdom 

• Envy – Driven by what others have 

• Selfish ambition – Driven by what I want 
o Am I bragging on these traits? 
o Am I denying that I have these traits? 

Traits of Wisdom 

• Pure 

• peace-loving 

• considerate 

• submissive 

• full of mercy 

• good fruit 

• impartial 

• sincere 


