
Intelligence 
Intelligence - the ability to learn facts and skills and apply them, especially when this ability is highly developed 

1 Cor 1:18-21 - 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate."  20 Where is the 
wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the FOOLISHNESS OF WHAT 
WAS PREACHED to save those who believe. 

 

Worldly intelligence is not one of attributes God looks for in us - 1 Cor 1:26-31 - 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the 
foolish things OF THE WORLD to shame the wise; God chose the weak things OF THE WORLD to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly 
things OF THIS WORLD and the despised things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may 
boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.   31 Therefore, as it is written: "LET HIM WHO BOASTS BOAST IN THE LORD." 
 

Worldly wisdom tries to impress, while Godly wisdom is edification from God - 2 Cor 1:12-13 - 12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience 
testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are 
from God. We have done so NOT ACCORDING TO WORLDLY WISDOM BUT ACCORDING TO GOD'S GRACE. 13 For we do not write you 
anything you cannot read or understand.  
 

Worldly intelligence caters to our senses and to living by our senses, instead of Faith, we live based on outcome - Col 2:20-23 - 20 
Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do 
not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and 
teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have AN APPEARANCE OF WISDOM, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their 
harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.  
 

God hid the Spiritual truth from the Worldly intelligent - Matt 11:25-26 - 25 At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the WISE and LEARNED, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for 
this was your good pleasure.  
 

*God gave us intelligence for a reason - Prov 15:14 The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on folly. 
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Godly intelligence seeks information from God – Prov 18:15 The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it 
out.  
 

Godly intellect is taught by God and displayed Spiritually and can only be understood Spiritually – 1 Cor 2:13-14 - 13 This is what we 
speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The 
man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED. 
 

Intelligence by itself corrupts a person - 1 Cor 8:1-3 - Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know AS HE OUGHT TO KNOW. 3 But 
the man who loves God is known by God.  

 

Conversations that exclude God, lead to people becoming ungodly…including intellectual conversations - 2 Tim 2:16-17 - 16 Avoid 
godless chatter, because those who indulge in it WILL BECOME more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene.  
 

If we are not careful, we will be misled by things that “sound” good - Col 2:2-4 - 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart 
and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden ALL the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that NO ONE MAY DECEIVE YOU 
BY FINE-SOUNDING ARGUMENTS.  
 

Those that depend on human intelligence can cause a lot of damage - 2 Peter 3:16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in 
them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they 
do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  
 

The intelligence of someone who teaches false doctrine is not intelligent at all - 1 Tim 6:3-5 - 3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and 
does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing. He has 
an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant 
friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.  
 

This includes those that teach God’s word with things added to it - 2 John 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the 
teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 

 

We are to avoid all teachings not based on the pure Word of God - 1 Tim 6:20-21 - 20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your 
care. TURN AWAY FROM godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have professed and 
in so doing have wandered from the faith. Grace be with you. 
 
 



 

Christ prayed that the WORD will separate us to be used exclusively by God - John 17:14-17 - 14 I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; 
YOUR WORD IS TRUTH.  
 

Stop adding your understanding to your trust in God -Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord WITH ALL YOUR HEART and LEAN NOT on your own 
understanding;  

 

Do not allow the World’s intelligence to be what you count as strength - 1 Cor 3:18-20 - 18 DO NOT DECEIVE YOURSELVES. If any one 
of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness”; 20 and again, "The Lord knows that the 
thoughts of the wise are futile." 

 
 


