
       Culture  
Culture- defined by environment, group, race, era, location…  

Col 2:8 SEE TO IT that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, WHICH DEPENDS ON human tradition 
and the basic principles of this world RATHER THAN ON CHRIST.  

 

Culture has blurred our focus - Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is TRUE, whatever is NOBLE, whatever is RIGHT, whatever is PURE, 
whatever is LOVELY, whatever is ADMIRABLE — if anything is EXCELLENT OR PRAISEWORTHY — think about such things.  
 

*God created culture in order for us to seek Him - Acts 17:26-27 - 26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27 GOD DID THIS SO THAT 
MEN WOULD SEEK HIM and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 
 

Through culture God is made clear so men have no excuse- Rom 1:18-20 - 18 The WRATH OF GOD IS BEING REVEALED from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities — his eternal power 
and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  
 

The biggest problem honoring culture is we tend to mix it with and/or place it before worshipping God - Mark 7:6-9 - 6 He replied, 
"Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far 
from me. 7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.' 8 You have let go of the commands of God and are 
holding on to the traditions of men." 9 And he said to them: "YOU HAVE A FINE WAY OF SETTING ASIDE THE COMMANDS OF GOD IN 
ORDER TO OBSERVE YOUR OWN TRADITIONS!  (i.e., Hair 1 Cor 3:15-16) 

 

It’s not the culture that God receives, it will be people from every culture - Acts 10:34-35 - 34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize 
how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation WHO FEAR HIM and DO WHAT IS RIGHT.  
 

We must be careful not to judge other cultures before we recognize the flaws in ours - Matt 7:3-5 - 3 "Why do you look at the speck of 
sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the 
speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY to remove the speck from your brother's eye.  
 

We see God through culture, however, culture was never meant to mold us - Rom 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing 
and perfect will 
 

Christians are to keep from being contaminated by the World -James 1:27 RELIGION THAT GOD OUR FATHER ACCEPTS AS PURE AND 
FAULTLESS IS THIS: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to KEEP ONESELF FROM BEING POLLUTED BY THE WORLD.  
 

Those who embrace worldly culture will accept the wrong message -1 John 4:4-6 - 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the 
viewpoint of the world, and THE WORLD LISTENS TO THEM. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. THIS IS HOW WE RECOGNIZE THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH AND THE SPIRIT OF FALSEHOOD.  
 

We’ll even allowed unbelievers to mediate between believers (not only judges, but also counselors, advisors, “experts” …) -  1 Cor 6:1 If 
any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? 
 

It’s up to us to know the difference between what is right and what is wrong - Prov 3:21-22 -21 My son, preserve sound judgment and 
discernment, do not let them out of your sight; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck.  
 

When it comes to culture, our culture is “Sons of God” - Gal 3:26-29 - 26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  
 

We must live our lives focus on Heavenly things- Col 3:2-4 - 2 Set your minds on things above, NOT on earthly things. 3 For you died, and 
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When CHRIST, WHO IS YOUR LIFE, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
 

All Christians should have the viewpoint of Paul when it comes to the foundation of our ministry - Gal 1:14-17 - 14 I was advancing in 
Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart 
from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his SON IN ME so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not 
consult any man, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later 
returned to Damascus.  
 

When it comes down to it, the only culture that should be focused and recognized by ALL Christians is the Christian culture - 1 Peter 2:9-
10 - 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are THE people of God; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 

Our lives must minister to the worldly cultures to point towards God - 1 Peter 2:11-12 - 11 Dear friends, I urge you, as ALIENS AND 
STRANGERS in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives AMONG THE PAGANS that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
 
 


