
Faith displayed 
True faith - James 2:20-21 -20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  21 Was not our ancestor 
Abraham considered righteous for WHAT HE DID when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  
 

Faith of Abraham Gen 22:1-18 - Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham! “Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, 
"Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about." 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants 
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over 
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, 
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 
"Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 8 
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 9 When 
they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called 
out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham! “Here I am," he replied. 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to 
him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 13 Abraham looked up and there in 
a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided." 15 The angel 
of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all 
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."  
 

The process of Faith being justified by action 
The Word –  

Abraham was given a promise from God concerning his son - Gen 17:15-19 - 15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you 
are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that 
she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her." 17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, 
"Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only 
Ishmael might live under your blessing!" 19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I 
WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT WITH HIM AS AN EVERLASTING COVENANT FOR HIS DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM. 
 

Abraham was given clear instructions from God to kill his son -Gen 22:2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

 

The Faith –  
Time does not affect our response - Gen 22:4-5- 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to 
his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you. 
 

Trusting in the Lord no matter how it looks is an important part of Faith - Heb 11:17-19 - 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, 
offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had 
said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and 
figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 
 

Faith was his entire vision - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, NOT by sight. 
 

The Faith displayed –  
Without hesitation, Abraham setup and went on the journey - Gen 22: 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about 
 

Gen 22: 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound 
his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
 

True faith will be shown with HOW we live - James 2:22-24 - 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith 
was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see THAT A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED BY WHAT HE DOES AND NOT BY FAITH ALONE.  
 

To be clear, it is NOT our works that justify us, it’s when our works DISPLAY our trust in God that justify us - Rom 4:2-5 2 If, in fact, 
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about — but not before God. 3 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an 
obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but TRUSTS GOD who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 
 

*Understand, Trusting in God is trusting in God based on God only – 
      Trusting in God based on me (which is wrong) is like me spending all my money because I trust God to give me more.  

Trusting in God based on God (which is correct) is like me seeking first His Kingdom & righteousness because I trust He is my provider 
(Matt 6:31-33) 


