
    Compliments that should cause concern 
 

Those of the world see things the “world’s way” and listens to those that speak that way - 1 John 4:4-6 - 4 You, dear children, are 
from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the 
world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows 
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
falsehood.  
 

We must realize God hates many of the things those of the world treasures - Luke 16:15 He said to them, "You are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men IS detestable in God's sight.  
 

Our relationship with the world will cloud what is truly honorable and what is not - 1 John 2:15-17 - 15 Do not love the world or 
anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD — the 
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes NOT FROM THE FATHER but from the 
world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  
 

Examples of some “worldly compliments”  with the spiritual contradictions 
 *By sight, these characteristics may seem attractive, but those walking by Faith will clearly filter them out 

 

Great leader - Mark 10:42-44 - 42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 NOT SO WITH YOU. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  (Responsibly serve) 
 

Go-getter - Phil 2:3-4 - 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  (Motivated and led by Christ) 
 

Hungry for success - 1 Tim 6:6-10 - 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.   (Content in all situations) 
 

They are so successful - Rev 3:17-18 - 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But YOU DO NOT 
REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can 
become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  
(Spiritually focused) 
 

Beautiful - 1 Peter 3:3-4 - 3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 
jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 
great worth in God's sight.  (Internal beauty of God) 
 

They Say exactly what I WANT to hear - Gal 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please 
men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.  (Speaking what God says ONLY) 
 

He doesn’t take any “mess” from anyone - Rom 12:17-18 - Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.    

(Look to help an evil person NOT defend self) 
 

They are so strong and talented - 2 Cor 12:9-10 - 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, SO THAT Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is 
why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.  (True strength is all Christ NO Me) 
 

That person is so wise - 1 Cor 3:18-20 - 18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this 
age, he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. As it is 
written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness”; 20 and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile." 

 (True wisdom is from God only, worldly wisdom is foolishness) 
 

This person is a patriot and loves his country- James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is 
hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.                                                                
(We are to minister to get people out of the world) 

 

The only true compliment is “the God in you” - 1 Cor 1:26-31 - 26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, 29 SO THAT NO ONE MAY BOAST 
BEFORE HIM. 30 IT IS BECAUSE OF HIM THAT YOU ARE IN CHRIST JESUS, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.   31 Therefore, as it is written: "LET HIM WHO BOASTS BOAST IN THE LORD."  
 


