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Time is in God’s hands 
 

God is timeless! - Rev 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  
 

God has set appointed times for everything –  
Eccl 3:1-8 - There is a TIME FOR EVERYTHING, and a SEASON FOR EVERY ACTIVITY under heaven: 2 a time to be born 
and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a 
time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,  5 a time to scatter stones 
and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time 
to keep and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 8 a 
time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.  
  

Eccl 3:16-17 - 16 And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment — wickedness was there, in the 
place of justice — wickedness was there. 17 I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous 
and the wicked, for there will be a time for EVERY ACTIVITY, a time for EVERY DEED."  

 

Not only is there a correct time, but also a correct process to everything - Eccl 8:6 For there is a PROPER TIME and 
PROCEDURE for EVERY MATTER, though a man's misery weighs heavily upon him.  
 

God has made things temporary, but made for us to desire eternity - Eccl 3:9-13 - 9 What does the worker gain from 
his toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on men. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
SET ETERNITY IN THE HEARTS OF MEN; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know 
that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. 13 That everyone may eat and drink, 
and FIND SATISFACTION in all his toil — this is the gift of God. 
 

Life is not based on ideal situation, we are held to God’s time and chance - Eccl 9:11 -I have seen something else 
under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the 
brilliant or favor to the learned; but TIME AND CHANCE HAPPEN TO THEM ALL. 
 

God is in complete control of all time GOOD & BAD - Eccl 7:14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are 
bad, consider: GOD HAS MADE THE ONE AS WELL AS THE OTHER. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about 
his future.  
 

God Warns of specific times 
Time of true worship - John 4:23-24 - 23 Yet a TIME IS COMING AND HAS NOW COME when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  
 

The worsening of man - 2 Tim 3:1-5 - But mark this: There will be TERRIBLE TIMES in the last days. 2 People will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have 
nothing to do with them.  
 

Rejection of the Bible - 2 Tim 4:3-4 - 3 For THE TIME WILL COME when men will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

 

MAN & TIME 
No man knows the complete future and only God completely controls our time of death - Eccl 8:7-8 - 7 Since NO 
MAN KNOWS THE FUTURE, who can tell him what is to come? 8 No man has power over the wind to contain it; so no 
one has power over THE DAY of his death. As no one is discharged in time of war, so wickedness will not release 
those who practice it.  
 

Man has no idea what & when events will happen to Him - Eccl 9:12 Moreover, no man knows when his hour will 
come: As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so men are trapped by EVIL TIMES that fall 
unexpectedly upon them.  
 

Man’s concept of time is NOT the same as God’s - 2 Peter 3:8-9 - 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: 
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance.  
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SPECIFIC TIMES FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS 

Jesus died at the EXACT time he was supposed to - Rom 5:6 -You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
 

We may change, times may change, but Christ is the same forever - Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the SAME yesterday and 
today and forever.  
 

All creation is waiting on the time the sons of God are revealed - Rom 8:19-21 - 19 The creation waits in eager 
expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  
 

There is a set time, based on the salvation of gentiles, for the hardening of the Jews hearts to be fixed - Rom 11:25 I 
do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part UNTIL THE FULL NUMBER OF THE GENTILES HAS COME IN. 
 

Even the man of sin is set to be revealed at a specific time - 2 Thess 2:3-7 - 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any 
way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 
destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets 
himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to 
tell you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be REVEALED AT THE PROPER 
TIME. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do 
so till he is taken out of the way.  
 

Only God knows the set time for Jesus to return –  
Mark 13:32-33 - 32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, BUT ONLY 
THE FATHER. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 
 

1 Tim 6:13-16 - 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God WILL BRING ABOUT IN HIS OWN TIME — God, the blessed and 
only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, 
whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.  

 

How do we live Godly in the time given us? 
Things to recognize 

Time must be viewed by faith not by sight - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, not by sight. 
 

Time viewed by sight can end disastrous - Prov 16:25 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it 
leads to death.   
 * Sight distorts HOW we see life 

 

Those in sync with God benefit from all things at all times - Rom 8:28 -And we know that in ALL THINGS God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
 

Your life purpose dictates your outcome – Gal 6:7-9 -7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps 
what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who 
sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  
 *The correct purpose will guide us to the right procedure at the right time 
 

Within God’s boundaries certain outcomes will depend on how we use our time - Prov 20:4 -A sluggard does not 
plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing.  
 

Our life choices can influence our life span 
Eccl 7:15-18 - 15 In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: a righteous man perishing in his 
righteousness, and a wicked man living long in his wickedness. 16 Do not be overrighteous, neither be overwise 
— why destroy yourself? 17 Do not be overwicked, and do not be a fool — why die before your time? 18 It is 
good to grasp the one and not let go of the other. The man who fears God will avoid all [extremes].  
 *This also displays man has a set time to die 
 

Prov 10:27 The fear of the Lord adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short.  
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Know God deals with us with expected outcomes at expected times - Heb 5:11-12- 11 We have much to say about 
this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, 
you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!  
 

Now is the time we have access to God’s favor which offers us Salvation - 2 Cor 6:1-2 - As God's fellow workers we 
urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 
salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.  
 

Our hope is strengthened by HIS Word - Ps 130:5-6 - 5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my 
hope. 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the 
morning.  
 

Know the enjoyment of sin is just for a short time - Heb 11:24-26 - 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 
refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God 
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 
greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 
 

Things to Do 
Since God is in control we must submit to HIM and allow him to work in our life - 1 Peter 5:6-7 -  Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 CAST ALL YOUR ANXIETY 
ON HIM because he cares for you.  
 

We must STOP living as if we have control over our time - James 4:13-16 - 13 NOW LISTEN, you who say, "Today 
or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, YOU 
DO NOT EVEN KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, YOU OUGHT TO SAY, "IF IT IS THE LORD'S WILL, we will live and do this or 
that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 
 

We must spend our time serving God, loving others, & denying self - Rom 13:8-14 - 8 Let no debt remain 
outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 
The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever 
other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love 
does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 11 And do this, understanding the present 
time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put 
on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and DO NOT THINK ABOUT HOW TO GRATIFY THE DESIRES OF THE SINFUL NATURE.  
 

Use the time given wisely by learning God’s will- Eph 5:15-17 - 15 Be very careful, then, how you live — not as 
unwise but as wise, 16 making the MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not 
be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 
 

Use the time to minister to everyone every chance you get - Col 4:5-6 - 5 Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, 
so that you may know how to answer everyone.  

 

No “Judgement” is to be made at this time, we are to assess and assist - 1 Cor 4:3-5 - 3 I care very little if I am 
judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does 
not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore JUDGE NOTHING BEFORE THE APPOINTED TIME; 
wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's 
hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.  
 

We must be patient and wait on God –  
Ps 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.  
 

Ps 37:7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when 
they carry out their wicked schemes.  
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We need to have these prayers for ourselves and others –  

Phil 1:9-11 - 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 
insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God.  
 

2 Thess 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace AT ALL TIMES and IN EVERY WAY. The Lord be 
with all of you.  

 

Let us spend our time praising God and doing good to others 
Ps 34:1-3 - I will extol the Lord AT ALL TIMES; his praise will ALWAYS BE on my lips. 2 My soul will boast in the Lord; 
let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 3 Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.  
 

Gal 6:10 - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.  

 

When it comes down to it, we must recognize it is not about the time we received or the time we are in it’s about 
our relationship with God - 1 Cor 7:17-24 - 17 Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord 
assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already 
circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was 
called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. KEEPING GOD'S 
COMMANDS IS WHAT COUNTS. 20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him. 21 
Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you — although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 
For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man 
when he was called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, each 
man, AS RESPONSIBLE TO GOD, should remain in the situation God called him to.  
 

We must live in this time trusting and acknowledging HIM and not depending on self - Prov 3:5-7 - 5 Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make your paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.  
 

We must use our time to honor and magnify God - 1 Cor 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or WHATEVER YOU DO, 
DO IT ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. 
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Question: (Time is in God’s Hands)      Name: ______________________ 

 
1. There is time for somethings while other things just shouldn’t happen (True or False?) – 

 
 
 
 
 

2. If God made the good times who made the bad? – 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How much has Jesus changed from the Old Testament to the New Testament? -   
 
 
 
 
 

4. The man who sows to please the sinful nature reaps what? – 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What is one thing that adds length to life?  -  
 
 
 
 
 

6. Declaring what we are going to do in the future is confidence we all should have (True or False?) – 
 
 
 
 
 

7. The Bible says many times that we should make the most out of what? –  
 
 
 
 
 

8. Why is the time we are living in now known as “terrible times”? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Man must live carefully to avoid evil times, (True or False) – Explain- 
 
 
 
 
 

10. How many people know what time Jesus will return? 
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11. What must our viewpoint be during our lifetime? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Can anything change our God given time to die? 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Finish statement; It’s not the  time we are from and the time we are in that counts it’s… 


