
         The danger of lowering the bar  
We have taken the reverence & sacredness out of ministering and dangerously replaced it with “feel good” moments 

 

*The danger is these ministries add to what God has placed (Pictures, backstories, explanations, & what is desirable) and removed or 
minimize what God says (disobeying commands, using excuses to ignore, & just not talking about certain topics in His Word) 
 

Lowering the bar can stop people from coming to Christ CORRECTLY - Matt 7:21-27 - 21 "NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME, 'LORD, LORD,' 
WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, but ONLY HE who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 24 "THEREFORE everyone who hears these WORDS OF MINE and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; YET IT DID NOT FALL, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and DOES NOT 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and IT FELL WITH A GREAT CRASH."  
 

These ministries also contribute to a major stunt in Spiritual growth of those that are Christians - Heb 5:11-14 - 11 We have much to say 
about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word ALL OVER AGAIN. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, 
being still an infant, is NOT ACQUAINTED WITH THE TEACHING ABOUT RIGHTEOUSNESS. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by 
constant use HAVE TRAINED THEMSELVES to distinguish good from evil.  
 

Man is worshiping God ineffectively due to following manmade teachings instead of sound doctrine - Matt 15:8 "'These people honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"  
 

The problem is man tends to desire variety in ministry, not realizing God made it clear, the variety is minor - Matt 7:13-14 - 13 "Enter 
through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the 
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and ONLY A FEW FIND IT.  
 

The danger that has been created by man’s desires is the creation of these “lowered-bar” ministries - 2 Tim 4:3-4 - 3 For the time will 
come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  
 

To avoid the dangers, God commands us to be extra careful and not laid back - 2 Tim 4:2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and 
out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction.  

 
 

We mislead because we make it easy for us to be misled - 2 Cor 11:2-4 - 2 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one 
husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's 
cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your SINCERE and PURE devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes to you and 
preaches a JESUS OTHER THAN THE JESUS WE PREACHED, or if you receive a DIFFERENT SPIRIT FROM THE ONE YOU RECEIVED, or a 
DIFFERENT GOSPEL FROM THE ONE YOU ACCEPTED, YOU PUT UP WITH IT EASILY ENOUGH.  
 

We end up convincing people by “senses” NOT by “Faith” - Col 2:2-4 -2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in 
love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 IN 
WHOM ARE HIDDEN ALL THE TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding 
arguments.  
 

It comes down to knowing there are only two life-purpose choices and we must make clear only one is right - Gal 6:7-8 - 7 DO NOT BE 
DECEIVED: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  
 

How do we keep “the ministry” reverent and sacred without lowering the bar? 
Start with the foundation - Titus 2:1 - YOU MUST teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 
 

Giving and recommending EXACTLY what the Father gives (Purity) is a must - Titus 1:15-16 - 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to 
those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to 
know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  
 

God set HIS Word as the boundary that we must stay in and endorse - 1 Cor 4:6… "DO NOT GO BEYOND WHAT IS WRITTEN."...  
 

Do not let your viewpoint be the standard, you must consider others weaknesses - 1 Cor 8:13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother 
to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, SO THAT I WILL NOT CAUSE HIM TO FALL.  
 

Make sure we check for elements that all ministries MUST possess - 2 Cor 4:1-3 - Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have RENOUNCED SECRET AND SHAMEFUL WAYS; we DO NOT USE DECEPTION, NOR DO 
WE DISTORT THE WORD OF GOD. On the contrary, by SETTING FORTH THE TRUTH PLAINLY we commend ourselves to every man's  
conscience in the sight of God.  

• Not allowing sight to change the ministry path God set  

• No hidden tricks or deceptions 

• Never change God’s Word 

• Presenting the PURE WORD of God 
 

We must have reverence to avoid lowering the Bar - Heb 12:28-29 - 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God ACCEPTABLY with reverence and awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire."  


