
Recognizing the true disasters and repercussions 
 

We tend to define things that make our flesh uncomfortable as “current disasters” and/or “punishments”. Things such as, Sickness, 
wars, market crashing, major storms… This may have been so in the past, but we must not allow this to distract us from the true 
disasters and repercussions for today. To not recognize this could place us on a dangerous path. (This will be explained later) 
 

The nationality of all Christians’ is Heaven, not here on earth - Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

We are now Spiritual, and we must see these things Spiritually - Eph 6:12-13 - 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after 
you have done everything, to stand. 

 

If not careful, we may mistake blessings for the disasters and the disasters for blessings 
Smyrna seems to be being punished, but it is actually blessed - Rev 2:9-10 - 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty — YET YOU ARE 
RICH! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are 
about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, 
even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
 

Laodicea seems to be blessed, but it is actually a disaster - Rev 3:17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.' But YOU DO NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

 

Some Blessings DO NOT FEEL good but are very necessary 
Blessings of trials - James 1:2-4 - 2 CONSIDER IT PURE JOY, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 BECAUSE YOU KNOW 
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance MUST FINISH its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything.  
 

Benefits of Life discipline 
Heb 12:7 ENDURE HARDSHIP AS DISCIPLINE; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  
 

Heb 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace 
for those who have been trained by it. 

 

Anything that helps to keep our flesh weak, allows us to be strong - 2 Cor 12:9-10 - 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for MY POWER IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, SO THAT Christ's 
power may rest on me. 10 That is why, FOR CHRIST'S SAKE, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  
 

God does inform us of worldly disasters, but to Christians they are signs- Matt 24:4-8 - 4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.  

 

The True disasters and punishments today come in forms of things that distance “people of God” from God 
The change in the character and purpose of Christians - 2 Tim 3:1-5 - But mark this: THERE WILL BE TERRIBLE TIMES IN THE LAST DAYS. 
2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.  
 

The pursing of desire instead of Truth - 2 Tim 4:3-5 - 3 For the time will come when men WILL NOT put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of 
an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.  
 

The elements of God’s wrath displayed today may not be expected if you’re looking for the wrong thing 
God also releasing man to their corrupt ways of thinking- Rom 1:28 … HE GAVE THEM OVER to a depraved mind, to do what ought 
not to be done. 
 

God giving man over to that which is destroying him - Rom 1:24 THEREFORE God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts 
to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  
 

God releasing and allowed man be taken over by deplorable desires - Rom 1:26-27 - 26 BECAUSE OF THIS, God gave them over to 
shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.  
 

Focusing on the worldly things makes us enemies to the cross – Phil 3:18-19- 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 
their shame. THEIR MIND IS ON EARTHLY THINGS   *(Matt 16:23) 
 


