
                  NOT “CIRCUMSTANTIAL” PEOPLE 
 

The people of old had similar traits to the people of today…the feeling of entitlement - Num 11:4-6 - 4 The rabble with 
them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 5 We 
remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost — also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have 
lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!"  
 

When there is no real leadership, people do what each desires - Judg 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. ESV 
 *Because each individual desires different things a society becomes chaotic. 
 

Unfortunately, Satan asks a good question, do we let circumstances dictate how and if we serve God? - Job 1:9-11 - 9 
"Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and 
everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 
But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face."  
 

We must realize, times, whether good or bad, are from God- Eccl 7:14 When times are good, be happy; but when times 
are bad, CONSIDER: God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his 
future.  
 

We are not to look for things to make us happy, God gave us the ability for us to find happiness in whatever we do - 
 Eccl 3:9-13 - 9 What does the worker gain from his toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on men. 11 He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they 
live. 13 That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil — THIS IS THE GIFT OF GOD.  
 

Eccl 5:18-20 - 18 Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his 
toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him — for this is his lot. 19 Moreover, when God 
gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work — 
THIS IS A GIFT OF GOD. 20 He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of 
heart.  

 

God gives all we need in order for us not to become slaves to circumstances 
 

First and most importantly we must have a real relationship with Christ - Phil 4:11-13 - 11 I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I CAN DO EVERYTHING THROUGH HIM WHO GIVES ME 
STRENGTH.  
 

Recognize what’s truly valuable in this life - 1 Tim 6:6-8 - 6 But godliness with contentment is GREAT GAIN. 7 For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with that.  

*Contentment isn’t based on where we are at, contentment is there no matter where we are at. 
 

Finally, be in control of every situation, because we are responsible for shining in all situations - Phil 2:14-16 - 14 DO 
EVERYTHING without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God 
without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold out 
the word of life — in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.  
 

No matter the circumstance we live in God’s Will - 1 Thess 5:16-18- 16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  
 

Do not allow situations to dictate your life, let your life be dictated by your relationship with God -1 Cor 7:17-24 -17 
Nevertheless, each one should retain the PLACE IN LIFE that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. 
This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not 
become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is 
nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. KEEPING GOD'S COMMANDS IS WHAT COUNTS. 20 Each one should remain in 
THE SITUATION which he was in when God called him. 21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble 
you — although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the 
Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; 
do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, EACH MAN, AS RESPONSIBLE TO GOD, SHOULD REMAIN IN THE SITUATION 
GOD CALLED HIM TO. 


