
Why so easily misled? 
 

We encourage and unite in order to keep each other from being misled - Col 2:2-4 - 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in 
heart and united in love, SO THAT they may have the full riches of complete understanding, IN ORDER THAT they may know the mystery 
of God, namely, Christ, 3 IN WHOM are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this SO THAT no one may deceive 
you by fine-sounding arguments. 
 

God warned concerning the present danger of men not receiving doctrine soundly…and why - 2 Tim 4:3-5 - 3 For the time will come 
when men WILL NOT put up with sound doctrine. INSTEAD, TO SUIT THEIR OWN DESIRES, they will gather around them a great number 
of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

• Gathering teachers to say what they desire to hear 

• They will hear whatever the desired teacher teaches 
 

It should be no surprise when you get some solid messages from false teachers - 2 Cor 11:13-15 - 13 For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is 
not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.  
 

People are being easily misled and are allowing, without sincere caution, distorted teaching - 2 Cor 11:2-4 - 2 I am jealous for you with a 
godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that just as 
Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your SINCERE AND PURE DEVOTION to Christ. 4 
For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, YOU PUT UP WITH IT EASILY ENOUGH.  
 

We must test everything we receive - 1 Thess 5:21-22 - 21 TEST EVERYTHING. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.  
 

We must test every teacher we receive from - 1 John 4:1-3 - Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every 
spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  
 

We must use the complete Word of God as our testing tool - Titus 2:1 - You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 
 

God’s past warning let us know we are misled and headed towards destruction due to our rejection and disregarding of His Word - Hos 
4:6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have REJECTED KNOWLEDGE, I also reject you as my priests; because 
you have IGNORED THE LAW of your God, I also will ignore your children.  
 

Let’s look at the elements that are causing so many to be so easily misled 
Instead of being “wise in God” we have become “naïve in flesh” 

Believe without measuring - Prov 14:15 A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps.  
 

Lives without looking - Prov 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.  
 

We are emotionally led instead of led by Spiritual knowledge - Rom 10:2-3 - 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for 
God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.   3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 
 

We try to understand through intelligence and not through the Spirit - 1 Cor 2:13-15 - 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught 
us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The man without the Spirit 
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, 
because THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED.  

 

We tend to still follow by sight and not faith - Col 2:20-23 - 20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as 
though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all destined to 
perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of 
wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in 
restraining sensual indulgence.  
 

We entertain conversations about God that are not from God - 1 Tim 6:20-21 - 20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your 
care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in 
so doing have wandered from the faith. Grace be with you. 
 
 

We continue to allow “hard hearts”, which is stubbornness in our ways, to hinder our faith in God - Eph 4:17-19 - 17 So I tell you this, 
and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their 
understanding and separated from the life of God BECAUSE OF the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 
Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust 
for more.    
 

It all comes down to purpose, as long as we live Spirt purposed, we’ll be fine, if not, we will be misled, and it will be our fault - Gal 6:7-8 
- 7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 


