
Test vs Attack  
All Christians must be aware that Satan is looking to attack us and destroy us - 1 Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  
 

What may seem odd, God at times endorses those attacks from Satan - Job 1:6-8 - 6 One day the angels came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan answered the Lord, "From 
roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it." 8 Then the Lord said to Satan, "HAVE YOU CONSIDERED MY SERVANT JOB? … 

 

What may seem even more confusing, is knowing the difference between being attacked by Satan or tested by God 
*Testing comes in different forms that can feel like attacks 

Trials  
 1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now FOR A LITTLE WHILE YOU MAY HAVE HAD TO SUFFER GRIEF IN ALL KINDS OF TRIALS.  
 

James 1:2 CONSIDER IT PURE JOY, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  
 

Sufferings - Rom 5:1-3 - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith*, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 
through whom we have gained access by faith* into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 
Not only so, but we ALSO REJOICE IN OUR SUFFERINGS, … 
 

God’s discipline is NOT a feel-good moment –  
Heb 12:7 Endure hardship as discipline; GOD IS TREATING YOU AS SONS. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  
 

Heb 12:10-11 - 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us FOR OUR GOOD, that we may 
share in his holiness. 11 NO DISCIPLINE SEEMS PLEASANT AT THE TIME, BUT PAINFUL… 

 

Overbearing trials may happen at times - 2 Cor 1:8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in 
the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, FAR BEYOND OUR ABILITY TO ENDURE, so that we despaired even of life.  

 

Knowledge will provide clarity 
We must realize Satan’s main weapon, which is the biggest danger to us, is us! - James 1:14-15 - 14 but each one is tempted when, BY HIS 
OWN EVIL DESIRE, he is dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. 
 

Christians MUST recognize the source of all struggles - Eph 6:11-13 - 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 
against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 THEREFORE put on the full armor of God, 
SO THAT when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
 

Being Spiritual, Christians don’t deal with attacks and tests the way the world does - 2 Cor 10:3 For though we live in the world, WE DO 
NOT WAGE WAR AS THE WORLD DOES. 

 

The flesh: when attacked (fight or flight) – when tested (withstands & strives to win) (It’s deceptively all about self).  
The Spiritual:  If attacked or tested does one thing… (TRUST GOD!!!)  * True trust in God is based on God not on self! 

Jesus dealt with both test and attack by trusting in God - Matt 4:1-11 – The key was Not by Him saying "Away from me, Satan!” But by 
Him continually saying, “It is written” & saying "It is also written”    
 

It was Job’s trust in God, not his possessions and good situations, that was his protection and strength - Job 1:8-9… There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.  
 

Trials also make sure our faith is sound* - 1 Peter 1:7 These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire — may be PROVED GENUINE and may RESULT in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
 

Trials are necessary for Spiritual growth - James 1:3-4 - 3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 
Perseverance must finish its work SO THAT you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 

Sufferings creates the right characteristics - Rom 5:3-5 … because we know that SUFFERING PRODUCES perseverance; 4 perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us.  
 

God’s discipline produces righteousness Heb 12:11 no discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful Later on, however, IT PRODUCES 
a HARVEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS and peace FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN TRAINED BY IT. 

 

Overbearing trials happen at times to protect us from us - 2 Cor 1:9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this 
happened that we might NOT RELY ON OURSELVES BUT ON GOD, who raises the dead.  
 

Christians must deal with attacks by Trusting in God as Jesus did 
We submit and resist - James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you 
 

Stand FIRM in the Faith - 1 Peter 5:8-9 Resist him, STANDING FIRM IN THE FAITH, because you know that your brothers throughout the 
world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  
 

Christians stay safe by staying in God - 1 John 5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of 
God keeps him safe, and the evil one CANNOT harm him. 


