
It’s not the long way…it’s THE WAY 
The preferred journey - 1 Chron 4:10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my 
territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And GOD GRANTED HIS 
REQUEST.           
 

To start, we must understand, the life we have is directed by God - Prov 20:24 A man's steps are directed by the Lord. 
How then can anyone understand his own way?   

* Why at times does it seem that God takes us 25 miles to go next door? 
 

• Jesus being born journey 
o Born in Bethlehem 
o Family fled to Egypt to avoid threat by Herod (Matt 2:13) 
o Returned when Herod died 
 

• Joseph’s journey (Gen 37-Gen 50) 
o His dad treated him as the favorite. 
o His brothers envied him due to dreams. 
o His brothers tried to kill him. 
o He was sold to Egyptians. 
o Became leader in Egypt because of God. 
o Thrown in jail from false accusations. 
o Found favor in jail due to God. 
o Allowed God to interpret two dreams through him 

o Finally, let out of jail to allow God to interpret 
Pharaoh’s dream 

o Gave wisdom on the abundance and Famine to 
come. 

o Gave wisdom on how to handle it, was then made a 
leader of Egypt. 

o The outcome of the journey was to save lives from 
the famine (Gen 45:5) 

 

• Israelite’s journey (explanation): 
Deut 8:1-5 - Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, SO THAT you may live and increase and may enter 
and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all 
the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you IN ORDER TO KNOW what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with 
manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty 
years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.  

 

How do we walk the path given us? 
It is our choice between two selections of how we will be used in this life - 2 Tim 2:20-21 - 20 Now in a great house there 
are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. 21 
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, 
useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work. ESV 
 

The choices come down to those living for God and those who are not - Gal 6:7-9 - 7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 LET US NOT BECOME WEARY IN 
DOING GOOD, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest IF we do not give up.  

 

Like Jesus, we are more than welcome to ask for changes, but our focus must be HIS Will - Matt 26:39 Going a little farther, 
he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. YET NOT AS I 
WILL, BUT AS YOU WILL."  
 

We have the answer of how to live the life we’ve been given - John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am THE way and THE truth and 
THE life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  
 

We take Not the best-looking path, we take the RIGHT path - Matt 7:13-14 - 13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 
is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

 

For those that live loving God, everything we go through will be for our good - Rom 8:28 And WE KNOW that IN ALL 
THINGS God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  
 

The key is to live completely under God and allow Him to work - 1 Peter 5:6-7 - 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under 
God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  
 

We must live TOTALLY trusting, acknowledging, and revering God, especially above self - Prov 3:5-7 - 5 Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.     


