
       How to minister to family 
* Over time we have carelessly made family sacred based on family instead of based on God. 

• Comfort instead of obedience 

• Tradition instead of reverence 

• Desire instead of discipline 

• Human will instead of God’s will 
 

Christians MUST realize who the true family is - Matt 12:48-50 - 48 He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  49 
Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For WHOEVER DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER IN HEAVEN is 
my brother and sister and mother."  
 

There is a responsibility to have the true close relationship and outlook with other believers as family 
Our love for other Christians ministers to the world - John 13:34-35 - 34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. AS I HAVE 
LOVED YOU, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, IF YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER." 
 

The family relationship with all believers - 1 Tim 5:1-2 - Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. 
Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.  
 

Our relationship with other Christians is not favoritism, it is required - Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE who belong to the family of believers.  

 

So, what is the correct way for a Christian to be with their blood family? 
The family was NEVER meant to come before the Word –  

Matt 10:34-36 - 34 "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I 
have come TO TURN "'A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER 
MOTHER-IN-LAW— 36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'  
 

Luke 9:61-62 - 61 Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." 62 Jesus replied, 
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 

 

The excuse of bypassing Christ for family is unacceptable - Matt 10:37-39 -37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life FOR MY SAKE will find it.     
   *Worthy -axios (ax'-ee-os); deserving, comparable or suitable , due reward 

 

We are to deal with family, as with everything else, out of Reverence for Christ - Eph 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.  
 

Husband’s/ fathers reverence (Eph 5:25-33, 1 Peter 3:7, Col 3:19, 1 Cor 7:16) (Ps 128:1-129, Eph 6:4, Heb 12:7, Col 3:21, Prov 22:6, 
Deut 6:6-9, 1 Cor 11:3, Prov 31) 

• Be the God-fearing head of your household 

• love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and as self  

• Be considerate with wife as your partner so prayers are 
not hindered 

• Do not be harsh with you wives 

• Do not exasperate or embitter your children, bring them 
up in the training and instruction of the Lord 

• Discipline children 

• Teach and display God to children ALL THE TIME. 

• It’s about salvation 
 

Wives’/Mothers Reverence (Eph 5:22-24, 1 Peter 3:1-6, Col 3:18, 1 Cor 7:16, 1 Cor 11:3, Prov 14:1) 

• Submit & respect to your husband as the head based on God. 

• Mange the household 

• Minister by living pure and revered lives 

• Do what is right (Godly) and don’t give way to fear 

• It’s about salvation. 

 

Children’s Reverence (Eph 6:1-3, Col 3:20, 1 Tim 5:4-5) 

• Obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right 

• Honor your father and mother 

• Caring of parents and grand parents when they get old 
 

Our overall responsibility in reverently learning and teaching- Titus 2:1-8 - You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 2 
Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 3 Likewise, teach 
the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then 
they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 
and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-
controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of 
speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  
 

Be aware, not providing for blood family corrupts your walk with God - 1 Tim 5:8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 
ESPECIALLY FOR HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY, he has denied the faith and is WORSE THAN AN UNBELIEVER.  
 *Provide - pronoeo (pron-o-eh'-o); to consider in advance, look out for beforehand, actively, by way of maintenance for others; provide (for). 


