
     Things of the World 
 

First things first; We have allowed man to set the standard concerning the things of the world, like what is 
okay to watch, wear, eat, listen to… only to lead to confusion and frustration. 
 We must gain Godly understanding and NOT deal with the “Things of the World” the way the world does. 

 

The World is Satan’s playground and he plays those who live worldly - Eph 2:1-2 - As for you, you were dead 
in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the WAYS OF THIS WORLD 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT. 
 

The world uses fleshly rules to unsuccessfully restrain the flesh - Col 2:20-23 - 20 Since you died with Christ 
to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do 
not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are 
BASED ON HUMAN COMMANDS AND TEACHINGS. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of 
wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but THEY 
LACK ANY VALUE IN RESTRAINING SENSUAL INDULGENCE.  
 

Christians use Godly PURPOSE to deal with the things of the world - Gal 6:7-8 - 7 Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 
  

We must teach to live Spiritually responsible to God - Rom 8:12-13 - 12 Therefore, brothers, WE HAVE AN 
OBLIGATION — but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the 
sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  

 

We must not be “unclean” or “sanitized”. Through God’s Word, we must be “Sanctified” while in the world - 
John 17:15-21 - 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. 16 THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, EVEN AS I AM NOT OF IT. 17 SANCTIFY THEM BY THE TRUTH; 
YOUR WORD IS TRUTH. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those 
who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
 

The message in this passage is more than a command, it’s a description - 1 John 2:15-17 - 15 DO NOT 
LOVE THE WORLD OR ANYTHING IN THE WORLD. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. 16 For EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD — the CRAVINGS OF SINFUL MAN, the LUST OF HIS EYES and 
the BOASTING OF WHAT HE HAS AND DOES — comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The 
world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  
 

We must recognize only those that do God’s will enter Heaven - Matt 7:21 "Not everyone who says to 
me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER 
who is in heaven.  
 

His will is to Hear the Word and DO IT - Matt 7:24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 

 
 

• Things of the World are things based on and purposed by the following: 
o CRAVINGS OF SINFUL MAN- (aka LUST OF THE FLESH, DESIRES OF THE FLESH) 
o LUST OF THE EYES- (aka DESIRES OF THE EYES, HOW I SEE IT) 
o THE BOASTING OF WHAT HE HAS AND DOES- (aka PRIDE OF LIFE, PRIDE IN POSSESSIONS) 

 

CRAVINGS OF SINFUL MAN, LUST OF THE FLESH, DESIRES OF THE FLESH 
* This is when we are driven and purposed by our fleshly desires 

 

God gives us everything we need to endure this world which is corrupted by man’s desires - 2 Peter 1:3-4 -3 
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4Through these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world CAUSED BY EVIL DESIRES.  
 

Living to please the flesh comes in so many forms - 1 Peter 4:3 For you have spent enough time in the past 
doing what pagans choose to do — LIVING IN debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and 
detestable idolatry. 
 



Living for our desires, is basically living for self instead of God - Eph 2:3 All of us also lived among them at 
one time, GRATIFYING the cravings of our sinful nature and following ITS desires and thoughts.    
 

Instead of doing what God says, I do what I desire - 1 Peter 1:14-16 - 14 AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN, do not 
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so 
be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."  

 

Living for our desires distorts our relationship with God and the things of God - 2 Tim 4:3-4 - 3 For the time 
will come when men WILL NOT put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.      

 

Wealth is a major device used to cater to the desires of the flesh - 1 Tim 6:9-10 - 9 People who want to get 
rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For THE LOVE OF MONEY is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
 

Instead of pursuing wealth, we need to spend time pursuing the things of God - 2 Tim 2:22 Flee the evil 
desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart.  

*We live asking, “How can I live in any circumstance, displaying Righteousness, living by Faith, showing 
Love, while always in Peace?” 

 

False teachers will use the world’s ways to mislead people to obey “desires” rather than God - Jude 18-21 - 
18 They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires." 19 
These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 20 But you, 
dear friends, BUILD YOURSELVES UP IN YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH AND PRAY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. 21 KEEP 
YOURSELVES IN GOD'S LOVE as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 
 

The world would have us focus on what we want NOT on what HE says - Rom 8:5-8 - 5 Those who live 
according to the sinful nature HAVE THEIR MINDS SET ON WHAT THAT NATURE DESIRES; but those who live 
in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is 
death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not 
submit to God's law, NOR CAN IT DO SO. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature CANNOT please God.  
 

When it comes down to it, living for desire IS the path to sin - James 1:13-15 - 13 When tempted, no one 
should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but 
each one is tempted when, BY HIS OWN EVIL DESIRE, he is dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 

Part of accepting Christ is destroying the “living FOR SELF” - Eph 4:22-24 - 22 You were taught, with regard 
to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.  
 

After we are saved, though our flesh still exists, we were to consciously treat the flesh as dead - Col 3:5-7 - 
5 PUT TO DEATH, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  7 You used to walk in 
these ways, in the life you once lived.  
 

Before we conclude desires of sinful man, we must realize there are also what is known as “Justified 
desires” … Do these get a pass? - Matt 25:34-36 - 34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  
 

Only God’s Grace can teach us not to live based on our desires - Titus 2:11-13 - 11 For the grace of God has 
appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, NASU 

 



 
Christ shows none of our desires go before God, not even our Justified desires - Matt 4:1-4 - Then Jesus was 
led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, HE 
WAS HUNGRY. 3 The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread." 4 Jesus answered, "IT IS WRITTEN: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.'" 
 

LUST OF THE EYES, DESIRES OF THE EYES, HOW I SEE IT 
 * This is allowing what you see and how you see it to be the guide  
 

Lens of the world IS sight - 2 Cor 5:7 - We live by faith, NOT by sight. 
 

Walking by sight gives the “worldly” (dangerously wrong) point of view, instead of the “Godly” (Only right) 
WAY - 2 Cor 5:16 So from now on we regard NO ONE from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  
 

The lust of the eyes was used from the beginning to deceive man - Gen 3:6 When the woman SAW that the 
fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  

 

We may not recognize the commonly used “how we see it” is something we are to never live by - Phil 2:3 
DO NOTHING out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
 

We must realize; how man views things are dangerously deceptive 
 

Unlike man, God focuses on our purpose, not our viewpoint - Prov 21:2 All a man's ways SEEM RIGHT to 
him, but the Lord weighs the heart.  
 

We are considered fools for following how we see it - Prov 12:15 The way of a fool SEEMS RIGHT to him, 
but a wise man listens to advice. 
  

The advice will only be Godly - Ps 146:3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot 
save.  

 

The result is disaster for those following how they see it - Prov 14:12 There is a way THAT SEEMS right to a 
man, but in the end it leads to death.  

 

The fleshly “how we see it” goes against the Spiritual “What God says” - Gal 5:16-17 - 16 So I say, live by the 
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary 
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. THEY ARE IN CONFLICT WITH EACH OTHER, 
so that you do not do what you want. 
 

Two things the world uses to drive man’s views is envy and self-goals - James 3:14-16 - 14 But if you harbor 
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" 
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and 
selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  
 

We must be driven by the Christ in us, which reflects God, not driven by self, which reflects the world - 1 
John 4:4-6 - 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint 
of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
falsehood.  
 

Being led by the Word only, Jesus avoided the effects of sight from being a factor - Matt 4:8-11 - 8 Again, 
the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD AND THEIR 
SPLENDOR. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." 10 Jesus said to him, 
"Away from me, Satan! For IT IS WRITTEN: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" 11 Then the 
devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  
  

THE BOASTING OF WHAT HE HAS AND DOES, PRIDE OF LIFE, PRIDE IN POSSESSIONS 
*This is living to elevate self or to live to “get more” for self.  

 

Living to boast self goes against the Christ required “denying self” - Mark 8:34-37 - 34 Then he called the 
crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, HE MUST DENY HIMSELF and 
take up his cross and follow me. ➔ 



 
➔35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give 
in exchange for his soul?  

 

Worldly boasting is based on the abundance we have which is a dangerous status - Luke 12:15 Then he said 
to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a MAN'S LIFE DOES NOT CONSIST IN THE 
ABUNDANCE OF HIS POSSESSIONS."   *Check Lazarus and the rich Man. (Lk 16:19-31) 
 

Our life boasting should magnify God - 1 Cor 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, DO IT 
ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.  
 

The failure of the Laodicean church was the boasting of what they thought they were which blinded them 
from what they really were - Rev 3:14-17- “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words 
of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm — neither 
hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do 
not need a thing.' But YOU DO NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 
 

Worldly boasting of self, distorts the true value in positions- James 1:9-11- 9 The brother in humble 
circumstances ought to take pride in his HIGH POSITION. 10 But the one who is rich should take pride in his 
low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and 
withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away 
even while he goes about his business.  
 

We must realize the things the world sees as impressive in us mean very little to God - 1 Cor 1:26-31 - 26 
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; 
not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But GOD CHOSE the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things 
that are, 29 SO THAT NO ONE MAY BOAST BEFORE HIM. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.   
31 Therefore, as it is written: "LET HIM WHO BOASTS BOAST IN THE LORD."  

 

We must recognize “self-boasting” is very deceptive - Gal 6:3-4 - 3 If anyone thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he DECEIVES HIMSELF. 4 Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, 
without comparing himself to somebody else,  
 

The world guides us to live for what we want to be, while God has determined what we are and we must 
live to find what God made us to be - Rom 12:3-5 - 3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound 
judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one body 
and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. NASU 
 

True Christians will not rely on their flesh - Phil 3:3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by 
the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who PUT NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH—  
 

Following the Word, Jesus never allowed it to be about Him, but about what the Fathers says - Matt 4:5-7 -
" 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 "IF YOU 
ARE THE SON OF GOD," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will command his angels 
concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.'" 7 Jesus answered him, "IT IS ALSO WRITTEN: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 
 

We must realize, the world makes it about us, what we want & how we see it, but self is what gets us into 
trouble  

Excluding the Holy Spirit, nothing good is in me - Rom 7:18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in 
my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
 

Until I realize what I really am, I’ll never get the full benefit of Christ - Rom 7:24-25 - 24 What a wretched 
man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God — THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 
OUR LORD! 



 
In God, we are all servants and live being responsible to Him, all the Glory to God! - 1 Cor 3:5-8 - 5 What, 
after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe — as the Lord has 
assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So NEITHER HE 
WHO PLANTS NOR HE WHO WATERS IS ANYTHING, but ONLY GOD, WHO MAKES THINGS GROW. 8 The 
man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his 
own labor. 
 

All will be kept in his/her place by staying in the Word and not going beyond - 1 Cor 4:6-7 - 6 Now, 
brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us 
the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is written." Then you will not take pride in one man 
over against another. 7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not 
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  
 

Humility is the characteristics ALL Christians must have and never pride - James 4:6 But he gives us more 
grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  
 

Wisdom knows the abundance or lack of wealth could place us in danger - Prov 30:8-9 - 8 Keep falsehood 
and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I 
may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so 
dishonor the name of my God.  
 

When we live by the true strength of Christ, we are fine in any situation - Phil 4:10-13 - 11 I am not saying 
this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is 
to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I HAVE LEARNED the secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I CAN DO EVERYTHING 
THROUGH HIM WHO GIVES ME STRENGTH.  
 

The only praise that matters is the praise from God - 2 Cor 10:17-18 - 17 But, "Let him who boasts boast in 
the Lord."  18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, BUT THE ONE WHOM THE 
LORD COMMENDS.  

 

Instead of loving the world, we must live as strangers to minister others out of the world - 1 Peter 2:11-12 - 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war 
against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they 
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Question: (Things of the world)     Name: ______________________ 
 
 
 

1. Give an example of living to please the sinful nature vs. living to please the Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What does it mean to be Sanctified? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. When it comes down to it, who are the only ones going to Heaven? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the cause of the corruption of the world? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How are our desires ruining church services? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What doe a person lead by the sinful mind have to do to please God? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What are some examples of justified desires? 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What exactly did Jesus do right when Satan requested that he turn the stone to bread? 
 
 
 

9. What did Eve first do wrong that led to the fall of man? 
 
 
 



 
 

10. What needs to be done to NOT live for the sinful nature? 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What did Satan do to try to have Jesus moved by the Lust of His eyes? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What does Jesus mean when He says to Deny Self? 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Why are the poor considered to be in high positions and the rich considered to be in low positions? 
 
 
 
 
 

14. We are only supposed to depend on our flesh how much? 
 
 
 
 
 

15. What two things did Satan try to use against Jesus for him to questions who He is? 
 
 
 
 
 

16. What is the answer on how to be content? 
 


