
              Testing the Message 
 

The thing that cleanses us and separates us to be used by God is the Bible - John 17:17-21 - 17 Sanctify them by the truth; YOUR 
WORD IS TRUTH. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may 
be truly sanctified. 20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that 
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me.  
 

We are never to ignore ministry, but there is a way we MUST check it - 1 Thess 5:19-22 - 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not 
despise  prophecies, 21 BUT  TEST EVERYTHING; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. ESV 
 

We are commanded not to believe every spirt but to test them -1 John 4:1-3 - Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit 
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world.  
 

• Jesus is the Word in the flesh (John 1:1-2) (John 1:14) 
o If they deny He is God 
o If they deny He existed on earth 
o If they deny the Bible (especially the new testament) 

 

When it comes to receiving the WORD, we have a responsibility - Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than 
the Thessalonians, for they RECEIVED THE MESSAGE with great eagerness and EXAMINED THE SCRIPTURES every day to see if what 
Paul said was true. 

• Completely receiving the message 

• Checking the Bible daily to make sure the message is correct 
 

Steps to check the message  
1. Checking how the message was given - 2 Cor 4:1-2- Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not 

lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of 
God. On the contrary, by SETTING FORTH THE TRUTH PLAINLY we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God.  
 

2. Make sure the information is of SOUND doctrine - Matt 4:5-7 - 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He 
will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against 
a stone.'" 7 Jesus answered him, "IT IS ALSO WRITTEN: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  
 

3. No matter how good it may sound, make sure it is all in the Bible and trust the Bible only! – 1 Cor 4:6 Now, brothers, I 
have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, 
"DO NOT GO BEYOND WHAT IS WRITTEN." Then you will not take pride in one man over against another. 
 

a. Don’t get caught up on things outside the Bible - Heb 13:9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of STRANGE 
TEACHINGS. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value 
to those who eat them. 

 
4. Make sure the Word is being explained, not altered - 2 Peter 3:15-16 - 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means 

salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all 
his letters, speaking in them of these matters. HIS LETTERS CONTAIN SOME THINGS THAT ARE HARD TO UNDERSTAND, 
which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  

 
5. After making sure what has been taught is accurate then test you to make sure you are living it – 

2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 
in you — unless, of course, you fail the test?  
 

Gal 6:3-5 -3 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each one should test his own 
actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5 for each one should carry his 
own load.  

 
When It comes down to it, we have full access to knowledge and understanding as long as IT ALL is from Christ - Col 2:2-4 - 2 
My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 

 


