
     Learning from the Missteps of Peter 
He Let sight kick in, and lead by fear acted out of doubt - Matthew - 14:25-31- 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking 
on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.27 But 
Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on 
the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. 
“YOU OF LITTLE FAITH,” HE SAID, “WHY DID YOU DOUBT?”  

• Earthly relationships and due to wealth 

• Missing out & discomfort 
 

We Must live our complete life by faith, NEVER sight - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, NOT by sight. 
 

He leaned on his righteousness instead of just doing what Christ says-John 13:5-10-5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “YOU DO NOT REALIZE NOW WHAT I AM DOING, BUT LATER YOU WILL UNDERSTAND.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” 
Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to 
wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”  

• When it doesn’t make sense or doesn’t fit your perception of God, you distort God’s Word 

• You add to what God simply tells you to do. 
 

Human righteousness is corrupt, we must totally follow Christ in Righteousness - Eph 4:22-24 - 22 You were taught, with regard to your 
former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to BE MADE NEW IN THE ATTITUDE OF 
YOUR MINDS; 24 and to PUT ON the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  
 

He used logic and emotion instead of just following the Word-Matthew 16:21-23-21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that HE MUST go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
and that HE MUST be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! YOU ARE A STUMBLING BLOCK TO ME; 
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

• You emotionally & intellectually deal with God instead of Spiritually and reverently 

• You don’t like what the Word says about a subject so you react based on your desires. 
 

No matter how we feel we must Totally trust HIM - Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and LEAN NOT on your own 
understanding;  
 

He let people, instead of God, influence his walk-Galatians 2:11-16-11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because 
he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to 
draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The 
other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that BY THEIR HYPOCRISY EVEN BARNABAS WAS LED ASTRAY. 14 WHEN I SAW THAT THEY 
WERE NOT ACTING IN LINE WITH THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful 
Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.  So we, too, have put our faith in 
Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be 
justified.  

• Many are more influenced by people and groups instead of Christ!! 

• You look for man to justify or refute God. 
 

True Christians live in the approval of God only, NEVER man - Gal 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.  
 

Not focusing on Christ, he denied his true strength and protection even though he was warned-Luke 22:54-62-54 Then seizing him, they 
led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in 
the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. 
She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 58 A little later 
someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted, 
“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to 
him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

• Not living focused and alert, we react in situations based on the flesh instead of the Spirit. 

• We walk in feeling instead of walking by faith 
 

Our life-focus must STAY on Christ to keep us in the love of Christ - Col 3:2-4 - 2 SET YOUR MINDS ON THINGS ABOVE, NOT ON earthly 
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.  


