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Relationship with Christ 

   (Grace created Relationship instead of rules) 
 

Christ invites us to have a relationship with Him - Matt 11:28-30 - 28 "COME TO ME, all you who are weary and burdened, and 
I WILL GIVE YOU REST. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 

All true Christians are renewed - 2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW CREATION; the old has gone, the new 
has come!  
 

We must stop living with Christ just being a part, but being the WHOLE of our lives - Col 3:2-4 - 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When CHRIST, WHO IS YOUR LIFE, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
 

Grace has taken us from the rules set by the Law and brought us into relationship with Christ 
Rules and consequence removed - Col 2:13-15 - 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 
nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having CANCELED THE WRITTEN CODE, WITH ITS 
REGULATIONS, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  
 

Relationship is more than a title - Col 2:6-7 - 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, CONTINUE to LIVE IN HIM, 7 
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  

 

Living in Him will be displayed in all relationships which are defined by God –  
Eph 5:21-25 - 21 Submit* to one another OUT OF REVERENCE FOR CHRIST. 22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…  
 *Submitting is recognizing others roles in my life defined by God 
 

 Eph 6:1-9 - 1 Children, obey your parents IN THE LORD, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother"-which is the first 
commandment with a promise— 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 4 Fathers, do 
not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 5 Slaves, obey your earthly 
masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their 
favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if 
you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, 
whether he is slave or free. 9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he 
who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.  

 

There is only one path to knowing Christ. All other routes will cause confusion –  
Christ Crucified is the only path to Christ relationship - 1 Cor 1:20-25 - 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? 
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God 
the world through its wisdom did not know him, GOD WAS PLEASED THROUGH THE FOOLISHNESS OF WHAT WAS PREACHED 
TO SAVE THOSE WHO BELIEVE. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 
CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM OF GOD. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.  
 

He must be our Lord - Rom 10:9-10 - 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you confess and are saved.  

Confess – Your word of agreement that Jesus rules our lives 
Belief – Faith in action with us living for eternity not the temporary 
 

You must be saved, to receive the Holy Spirit in order to have a relationship with Christ - 1 Cor 2:14 The man without the 
Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

Why is a relationship with Christ so important? 
 

Not knowing God leads to eternal destruction - 2 Thess 1:6-9 - 6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble 
you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 
in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those WHO DO NOT KNOW GOD and DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF 
OUR LORD JESUS. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from 
the majesty of his power  
 

We gain an abundance of favor and peace through our knowledge of Him - 2 Peter 1:2 GRACE and PEACE be yours in 
abundance THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE of God and of Jesus our Lord.  
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Simply put, we can do NOTHING without Christ- John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. IF a man remains in me and I 
in him, he will bear much fruit; APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING.  
 

Things we must know to make sure we have a relationship with Christ? 
 

The Body must be motivated in our purpose and united in Love - Col 2:2-4 - 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in 
heart and united in love, SO THAT THEY MAY HAVE the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they MAY KNOW 
the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that 
no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.  
 

Know the difference between true and false knowledge - 1 Tim 6:20-21 - 20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your 
care. Turn away from GODLESS CHATTER and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have 
professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith. Grace be with you. 
 

Knowing Christ requires us to let go of anything that represents us not knowing him - Gal 4:8-11 - 8 Formerly, when you did 
not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. 9 But now that you know God — or rather are known by 
God — how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles?Do you wish to be enslaved by them all 
over again? 10 You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! 11 I fear for you, that somehow I have 
wasted my efforts on you.  
 

Knowing the difference between the real Christ and false Christ’s can only be revealed by Christ - 1 John 5:19-20 - 19 We 
know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the 
Son of God has come and has GIVEN US UNDERSTANDING, SO THAT WE MAY KNOW HIM WHO IS TRUE. And we are in him 
who is true — even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.  
 

Evidence that you are in a relationship with Christ 
Obeying Christ’s commands. We don’t obey Him in order to know him; obeying Him is evidence we know him - 1 John 2:3-6 
- 3 We know that we have come to know him IF we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, "I know him," but does not do 
what he commands IS A LIAR, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in 
him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him MUST WALK AS JESUS DID.  
 

Displaying real Love - 1 John 4:16-21 - God is love. Whoever LIVES IN LOVE lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is 
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given 
us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.               (*Agape is “God conditioned” love.) 
 

NOT Continuing to live in sin - 1 John 3:5-6 - 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in 
him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  
 

Doing righteous things. We don’t do righteous things to be children of God, but the Children of God are recognized by doing 
righteous things - 1 John 3:7-10 - 7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because 
God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 THIS IS HOW WE KNOW WHO THE 
CHILDREN OF GOD ARE AND WHO THE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL ARE: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of 
God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.  (*We must know what is TRULY right) 
 

The relationship we have with those who are in need reflects our relationship we have with Christ - Matt 25:34-40 -34 
"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  40 "The King will reply, 'I 
tell you the truth, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS OF MINE, YOU DID FOR ME.'  
 

The relationship we lack with those who are in need reflects our relationship we lack with Christ Matt 25:41-46- 41 "Then 
he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 
look after me.' 44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick 
or in prison, and did not help you?'  45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever YOU DID NOT DO for one of the least of 
these; YOU DID NOT DO for me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  
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Endurance in Christ is equal to knowing Christ - Heb 3:14 We have come to share in Christ IF we HOLD FIRMLY TILL THE END 
the confidence we had at first. 
 

Living in complete trust of Christ - John 14:1 - "DO NOT LET your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
 

What do we need to do to have a relationship with Christ? 
 

We must first recognize our relationship with Christ is full dependence on Christ - Prov 3:5-7 - 5 TRUST IN THE LORD WITH 
ALL YOUR HEART and lean not on your own understanding; 6 IN ALL YOUR WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, and he will make 
your paths straight. 7 DO NOT BE WISE IN YOUR OWN EYES; FEAR THE LORD AND SHUN EVIL.  
 

Know that everything we need is provide by our relationship with HIM - 2Peter 1:3-4-3 His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness THROUGH OUR KNOWLEDGE OF HIM who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine 
nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires*.  

*I must devote my life to knowing Him in order to access the “all provided strength” supplied by God.  
 

Humans have the habit of trying to do this on their own. This is why God warns that we alone will not succeed - Rom 
3:23-24 - 23 for all have sinned and FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD, 24 and ARE JUSTIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 

Grace provides us with instruction for divine living, which produces solid relationship - 2 Peter 1:5-11 - 5 For this very 
reason, MAKE EVERY EFFORT to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; 
and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, love. 8 FOR IF you possess these qualities in INCREASING MEASURE, THEY WILL keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 9 But IF ANYONE DOES NOT HAVE THEM, he is 
nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the 
more eager to make your calling and election sure. For IF YOU DO THESE THINGS, you will never fall, 11 and you will receive 
a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

We are commanded to grow in our knowledge of Christ - 2 Peter 3:18 But GROW IN the GRACE and KNOWLEDGE of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 
 

Satan’s goal is to disrupt our relationship with Christ so we must use what God has given us to stay firm in that relationship 
- 2 Cor 10:3-6 - 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.  

• Destroy ANYTHING that goes against God and God’s ways 

• Acknowledge and not be controlled by our feelings. Live for Christ despite our feelings 

• Diligently be responsible by living in obedience to God 
 

We must choose what will be our life purpose (Only two choices; Spiritual or not) - Gal 5:16-25 - 16 So I say, live by the 
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, 
and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. THEY ARE IN CONFLICT WITH EACH OTHER, so that you do not do what 
you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I WARN YOU, AS I DID BEFORE, THAT THOSE WHO LIVE 
LIKE THIS WILL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 THOSE WHO BELONG TO 
CHRIST JESUS HAVE CRUCIFIED THE SINFUL NATURE WITH ITS PASSIONS AND DESIRES. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us 
keep in step with the Spirit.  
 

Once I allow Christ’s blood to cleans me, I must remove the acts of my human nature - Col 3:9-15 - 9 Do not lie to each 
other, since YOU HAVE TAKEN OFF YOUR OLD SELF with its practices 10 and have PUT ON THE NEW SELF, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  
 

In order to make the right choice we must cleanse our values - Phil 3:7-11 - 7 But whatever WAS to my profit I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost ALL THINGS. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, ➔ 
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➔but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I WANT TO KNOW 
CHRIST and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 
and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
 

My relationship with the body is essential to my relationship with Christ - John 13:34-35 - 34 "A new command I give you: 
Love one another. AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, so YOU MUST love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, IF you love one another."  
 

Recognize the purpose of church is to build your relationship with Christ - Eph 4:11-13 - 11 It was he who gave some to be 
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE SON OF GOD and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
 

The Bible is what’s used to get us to know Christ better - 2 Tim 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

We need to have the Scripture in us abundantly - Col 3:16-17 - 16 LET the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, DO IT ALL in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.  

 

My freedoms must take a back seat to my brothers and sisters - 1 Cor 8:9-13 - 9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of 
your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have 
this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak 
brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 WHEN YOU SIN AGAINST YOUR BROTHERS IN THIS WAY 
AND WOUND THEIR WEAK CONSCIENCE, YOU SIN AGAINST CHRIST. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into 
sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.  
 

We must be selfless in order to have a true relationship with Christ - Matt 16:24-26 - 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If 
anyone would come after me, HE MUST DENY HIMSELF and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, 
yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  
 

Those who do not have a relationship must be warned 
Our life relationship with Christ is a life-giving relationship with the alternative being eternal death - John 15:6 If anyone 
does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; SUCH BRANCHES ARE PICKED UP, THROWN INTO 
THE FIRE AND BURNED.  
 

Our relationship with Christ is our choice and it’s up to us to continue to have this relationship with Him – 2 Peter 2:20-21 - 
20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it 
and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR THEM 
NOT TO HAVE KNOWN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAN TO HAVE KNOWN IT AND THEN TO TURN THEIR BACKS ON THE 
SACRED COMMAND THAT WAS PASSED ON TO THEM.  

 

If we treat this relationship with Christ without the respect it deserves the outcome is disastrous - Heb 10:26-31 - 26 If we 
deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a 
fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of 
Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 HOW MUCH MORE SEVERELY DO YOU THINK A 
MAN DESERVES TO BE PUNISHED WHO HAS TRAMPLED THE SON OF GOD UNDER FOOT, WHO HAS TREATED AS AN 
UNHOLY THING THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT THAT SANCTIFIED HIM, AND WHO HAS INSULTED THE SPIRIT OF GRACE? 30 
For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people."  31 IT IS A 
DREADFUL THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD.  

 

Getting to know Christ in a nutshell - Eph 4:17-23 - 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live 
as the Gentiles do, in the FUTILITY OF THEIR THINKING. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them DUE TO THE HARDENING OF THEIR HEARTS. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 20 You, 
however, DID NOT COME TO KNOW CHRIST THAT WAY. 21 Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance 
with THE TRUTH that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, WHICH IS 
BEING CORRUPTED BY ITS DECEITFUL DESIRES; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  
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Question: (Relationship with Christ)     Name: ______________________ 

 
 

 
 

1. What did Christ do to break us from being under rules in order for us to has relationship? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does my relationship with others show my relationship with Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why was the message of “Christ Crucified” such a problem for the Jew and the Greek? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the two elements that lead to Salvation? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What exactly will happen to those that don’t know Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the only way to know the difference between Real and false Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. We are to work hard to do what Jesus commands in order to know Christ. (True or False?) Explain. 
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8. What caused the corruption in the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What will keep us from being ineffective and unproductive in our relationship with Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Give real life examples of the three Spiritual weapons given to us by God. 

 

 

 

 

 

11. What have true followers of Christ crucified in their livers? 

 

 

 

 

 

12. What is the danger of still valuing the things that personally mean a lot to us? 

 

 

 

 

 
 


