
  WHAT FAITH IS NOT 
 

Our faith is not something that is just given to us and functions without us, it’s our true connection to God and protection 
in God that we must live through. It will be tried and tested - 1 Peter 1:3-9 - 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, 5 who THROUGH FAITH are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly 
rejoice, though NOW FOR A LITTLE WHILE YOU MAY HAVE HAD TO SUFFER GRIEF IN ALL KINDS OF TRIALS. 7 These have 
come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be PROVED 
GENUINE and MAY RESULT in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 
for YOU ARE RECEIVING THE GOAL OF YOUR FAITH, THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS.  
 

Faith is not a guarantee you will receive whatever you ask for 
Scripture not combined soundly with other scripture can be deceiving - Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask 
for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  
 

Prayers must be in God’s Will - 1 John 5:14-15 - 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us — whatever we ask — we know that 
we have what we asked of him.  
 

The purpose for asking can result in him saying no - James 4:2-3 - 2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, 
but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, 
YOU DO NOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE YOU ASK WITH WRONG MOTIVES, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  

 

Faith is not something that just happens 
Faith is something we must choose to stay in - Col 1:22-23 - 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body 
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 IF YOU CONTINUE IN YOUR 
FAITH, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.  
 

We are protected as long as we stay IN the faith - 1 Peter 5:8-9 - 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, STANDING FIRM IN THE FAITH, because you 
know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  

 

Faith is not something you just claim to have 
Faith is real only if it’s displayed - James 2:14-24 - 14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 
him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the 
same way, FAITH BY ITSELF, if it is NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ACTION, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I 
have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder. 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless?  21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on 
the altar? 22 You see that HIS FAITH AND HIS ACTIONS WERE WORKING TOGETHER, and his faith was made complete by 
what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED BY WHAT HE DOES AND NOT BY 
FAITH ALONE.  

 

Faith is not faith if it is not in God (Christ)!!! - Col 2:2-5 - 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united 
in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may 
deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and 
delight to see how orderly you are and how firm YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST is.  
 

Only one source for Faith is hearing God’s Word - Rom 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word of Christ 
 

It’s so necessary to know what Faith really is because the life of Faith is what identifies God’s Righteous ones - Heb 10:37-
39 - 37 For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38 But my righteous one will LIVE BY 
FAITH. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 39 But we are not of those who SHRINK BACK and ARE 
DESTROYED, but of those who BELIEVE and ARE SAVED.  


