
The Silent danger of Passivity 
 

An aggressive Christian is one that over acts and usually causes a lot of problems in his/her actions. A passive Christian 
does not act when he or she is supposed to and causes equal amount of damage. These two characteristics should NEVER 
describe a Christian. All Christians should be RESPONSIBLE TO GOD. 
 

*Make no mistake all passive people are not lazy, just not responsible to God, know the difference! 
  

God’s message for the passive church needs to be heard - Rev 3:14-17 - 14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, BECAUSE YOU ARE LUKEWARM — neither hot 
nor cold — I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.' But YOU DO NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  
 

God is not just looking for us to work hard, but to work hard at what HE made us responsible for - Matt 24:45-46 -45 
"WHO THEN IS THE FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to 
give them their food AT THE PROPER TIME? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he 
returns.  
 

God doesn’t take passiveness lightly - Matt 25:22-30 - 22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 23 "His master replied, 'WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL 
SERVANT! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's 
happiness!' 24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I KNEW that you are a hard man, 
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 26 "His master replied, 'YOU WICKED, LAZY 
SERVANT! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with 
interest. 28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
 

A passive person is equal to a destructive person -Prov 18:9 One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.  
 

Passive parents abuse children -Prov 29:15 The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his 
mother.  
 

Not doing what I’m supposed to is not an option - James 4:17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and 
doesn't do it, SINS.  
 

How to eliminate passivity 
Know the core purpose to passivity is trying to please man over God (including self) - Gal 1:10 Am I now trying to win 
the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I WOULD NOT BE A 
SERVANT OF CHRIST.  
 

Instruction for the Church is diligence in what you are responsible for - Heb 6:10-12 - 10 God is not unjust; he will not 
forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We 
want each of you to show this SAME DILIGENCE to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12 We do not want 
you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.  
 

Being idle and not living acceptable to God should be addressed -2 Thess 3:6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live ACCORDING TO THE TEACHING 
you received from us.  
 

We are to learn and to teach to be active in Godliness - Titus 2:1-8 - 1 You must teach what is in accord with sound 
doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and SOUND in faith, in love and in 
endurance. 3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to 
much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 THEN THEY CAN TRAIN the younger women to love their husbands and 
children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no 
one will malign the word of God. 6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 IN EVERYTHING set them 
an example by DOING what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot 
be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  


