
THE WRONG ZONE 
 

SELF-Zone GOD-Zone 
Self-confidence Faith 

Self-esteem Righteousness 
Pride Humility 

Selfishness Others 
Desire God’s Will 

Etc. Etc. 
   

Whichever zone we choose WILL influence every aspect of our lives - Rom 8:5-6 -5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have 
their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  
 
Make no mistake, it is our responsibility to choose the correct zone. Choosing the wrong zone would be eternally devastating. - Rom 
8:12-13 - 12 Therefore, brothers, WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION — but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live 
according to the sinful nature, YOU WILL DIE; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, YOU WILL LIVE,  
 
How you know if you are in the self-zone - Gal 5:19-21 - 19 THE ACTS OF THE SINFUL NATURE ARE OBVIOUS: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who LIVE LIKE THIS will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
How to know if you are in the God-zone - Gal 5:22-25 - 22 But THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 SINCE WE LIVE BY THE SPIRIT, LET US KEEP IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT.  
 
Only Christians through faith by Grace have access to the God-zone - Titus 2:11-13 - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 

Once in the God-zone we need to live as if the Self-zone is foreign and dangerous - 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  

 
Things we must do to enter and stay in the God-Zone and stay out of the Self-zone 

We must consciously live making sure “self” is never the purpose - Matt 16:24-26 - 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would 
come after me, HE MUST DENY HIMSELF AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS AND FOLLOW ME. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what 
can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
We must consciously live Spiritually - Gal 5:16-18 -16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict 
with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  

 
Removing self and being Spiritual in detail 

Choosing to stay in Christ for the rest of your life - John 15:1-4 - "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
EVERY BRANCH in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You 
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 REMAIN IN ME, and I WILL REMAIN IN YOU. No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must REMAIN in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
 
We must Get, Understand, & Live God’s Words daily - John 8:31-32 - 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "IF you hold 
to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 THEN you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  
 

Just getting the Word is not enough - James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. DO WHAT IT 
SAYS.  

 
Living God’s Word is not something we do off and on, it must be a lifestyle no matter what - 1 John 2:24-25 - 24 SEE THAT what you 
have heard from the beginning remains in you. IF IT DOES, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he 
promised us — EVEN ETERNAL LIFE.  
 
We must recognize there is an eternal consequence for choosing not to make his Word a lifestyle - John 15:6 IF ANYONE DOES NOT 
REMAIN IN ME, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 

 
 


