
Selflessness 
 

God warned that selfishness is a characteristic of those in danger of wrath - Rom 2:6-8 - 6 God "WILL GIVE to each person 
according to what he has done."  7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, HE WILL 
GIVE ETERNAL LIFE. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, THERE WILL BE wrath and 
anger. 
 

Though the world encourages looking out for self, it is a very dangerous life goal -James 3:14-16 - 14 But if you harbor bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come down 
from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For WHERE YOU HAVE ENVY AND SELFISH AMBITION, THERE YOU 
FIND DISORDER AND EVERY EVIL PRACTICE. 
 

Adam & Eve allowed Satan to make it about them - Gen 3:4-6 - 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 
"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When 
the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 
she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
 

Jesus made sure He kept it about God - Matt 4:8-10 - 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." 10 
Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! FOR IT IS WRITTEN: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"  
 

If we are truly living in true Godly love we would never be self-seeking - 1 Cor 13:5 It is not rude, IT IS NOT self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
 

Jesus made it clear that “selflessness” is a mandatory characteristic to our Christianity - Matt 16:24-26 - 24 Then Jesus said 
to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, HE MUST deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever 
wants to save his life WILL LOSE IT, but whoever loses his life for me WILL FIND IT. 26 What good will it be for a man if he 
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  
 

Selflessness means… 
1.) Anything that was valuable to me becomes worthless compared to Christ and the things of Christ –  
Phil 3:7-9 - 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 
 

        2.) Revaluing the people in our lives we most value 
This is what all must do before becoming Christians - Luke 14:26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father 
and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE.  
 

This is what all Christians must do while we are Christians - Matt 10:37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  

 

3.) Having a servant attitude with others - Phil 2:3-4 - 3 DO NOTHING out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
HUMILITY consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.  
 

4.) My desires take a back seat to the winning of others to Christ - 1 Cor 9:19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I 
make myself a slave TO EVERYONE, to win as many as possible. 
 

5.) Being uncomfortable for the sake of Christ - 2 Cor 12:9-10 - 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 
power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I DELIGHT IN weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

 

Selflessness is giving up everything for Christ - Luke 14:33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he 
has cannot be my disciple.  
 

There is only one way to successfully live selfless - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by FAITH, not by SIGHT. 
 


