
We have lowered the bar 
*In order for us to truly function in our position in God, we must recognize where we really are in Christ. Over time man has allowed 
deception from outside and from self, concerning where we are, by taking the bar of truth, set by God, and lowering it, based on man. 
Lowered Bar causes two major problems with our relationship with Christ: 

1. We tend to deal with God based on us and stand the chance of leaving God when he doesn’t fit our ideals. 
2. Because we see ourselves as worthy, we deal with people & situations based on us, instead of God. 

 

Satan from the beginning worked on man to lower the bar to make man feel entitled - Gen 3:1-6 - Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 
"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw 
that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
 

We must first recognize our TRUE position 
Everyone who has been and will be born has fall short of righteousness - Rom 3:22-24 - 22 This righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for ALL HAVE SINNED AND FALL SHORT of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified freely by HIS GRACE through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 

There is no people, group, family, generation…that is good, NOT ONE!!! - Rom 3:9-18 - 9 What shall we conclude then? Are we any 
better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. 10 As it is written: "There is NO ONE 
RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;   11 there is no one who understands,  no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is NO ONE WHO DOES GOOD, NOT EVEN ONE." 13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." 
"The poison of vipers is on their lips." 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."  15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin 
and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not know." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  

 

Evil comes from within ALL MEN- Mark 7:20-23 - 20 He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' 21 For from 
within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 
slander, arrogance and folly. 23 ALL THESE EVILS COME FROM INSIDE AND MAKE A MAN 'UNCLEAN.'"  
 

Man is the cause of the corruption in the world - 2 Peter 1:4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  
 

Our own righteousness is not what we think it’s worth - Isa 64:6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and ALL OUR RIGHTEOUS 
ACTS ARE LIKE FILTHY RAGS; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.  
 

ONLY God is good! - Mark 10:18 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "NO ONE IS GOOD — EXCEPT GOD ALONE.  
 

We Must next place the bar back where it supposed to be 
We must realize that we are evil in order to have a TRUE relationship with Christ –  

Rom 7:18-19 - 18 FOR I KNOW THAT NOTHING GOOD DWELLS IN ME, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the 
doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. NASU 
 

Rom 7:21-25 - 21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the 
law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 24 WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM! Who will set me free from the body 
of this death? 25 Thanks be TO GOD through JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving 
the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. NASU 

 

We must realize and be thankful we are not getting what we truly deserve - Ps 103:10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay 
us according to our iniquities.  
 

If we really revered God, we would go to Him for THE ANSWER and NOT QUESTION what He says - Rom 9:20 But who are you, O man, 
TO TALK BACK TO GOD? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?'" 
 

Once we place the bar where it is supposed to be THEN we can approach God correctly 
We would recognize what we really are and seek God’s mercy - Ps 51:1-5 - HAVE MERCY ON ME, O GOD, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I KNOW my 
transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 AGAINST YOU, YOU ONLY, HAVE I SINNED AND DONE WHAT IS EVIL IN YOUR SIGHT, 
SO THAT you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.  
 

We would look to God ONLY for the ONLY solution - Ps 51:9-17 - 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10 CREATE IN 
ME A PURE HEART, O God,and RENEW A STEADFAST SPIRIT WITHIN ME. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit 
from me. 12 Restore to me the JOY OF YOUR SALVATION and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach transgressors 
YOUR WAYS, and sinners will turn back to you. 14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your 
righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do 
not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 THE SACRIFICES OF GOD ARE A BROKEN SPIRIT; A BROKEN AND CONTRITE HEART, O God, you will 
not despise.  


