
FILLING THE WRONG CONTAINER 
 

Scenario: A young man was born very privileged. He got to travel the world when he was young, provided the best education, and had 
access to anything money could buy. He grew up and was very successful very early with a great family, unfortunately even though he had 
all of this he was very empty.  A Christian he worked with said he was missing Christ in his life. So, the man went to Church with his 
Christian co-worker and eventually accepted Christ as his personal Savior. However, after a while, even as a Christian, once again the man 
was empty. What was the problem? 
 

Jesus made clear the FIRST thing we must do when accepting Him as our personal Savior is make a conscious change–  
Mark 8:34-37 - 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, HE MUST DENY 
HIMSELF and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save HIS LIFE will lose it, but whoever loses HIS LIFE FOR ME 
and FOR THE GOSPEL will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give 
in exchange for his soul? 
 

Luke 14:33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has CANNOT be my disciple.  
 

There exist two containers (you can only focus on one):  Bad container is based on “You”, for and because of You (fleshly) 
               Good container is based on “GOD”, for and because of God (Spiritual) 
 

God gave instruction on how to tell the difference between containers. It’s between feelings and Faith - Rom 8:5-8 - 5 For those who are 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For 
THE MIND SET ON THE FLESH IS DEATH, but THE MIND SET ON THE SPIRIT IS LIFE AND PEACE, 7 because THE MIND SET ON THE FLESH IS 
HOSTILE TOWARD GOD; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is NOT EVEN ABLE TO DO SO,  8 and those who are in the 
flesh CANNOT please God. NASU 
 

The world caters to the “bad” container – 1 John 2:15-17 - 15 DO NOT LOVE THE WORLD OR ANYTHING IN THE WORLD. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For EVERYTHING IN THE WORLD — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and 
the boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the 

man who DOES THE WILL OF GOD lives forever.  
 

The Flesh container is bad because: 
The things it craves are toxic - 1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to ABSTAIN FROM FLESHLY LUSTS which wage 
war against the soul. NASU. 
 

It’s bottomless – Eccl 6:7 ALL man's efforts are for his mouth, yet his APPETITE IS NEVER SATISFIED.  
 

Living for this container will lead to destruction - James 1:13-15 - 13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own EVIL DESIRE, he is dragged away and 

enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  
 

The process of changing to the right container and staying focused on the right container 
We must make it our responsibility to live spiritually, NEVER fleshly - Rom 8:12-13 - 12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, 
not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh —  13 for if you are living according to the flesh, YOU MUST DIE; but IF BY THE SPIRIT 
YOU ARE PUTTING TO DEATH THE DEEDS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL LIVE. NASU 
 

Like Jesus we must adjust our attitude - 1 Peter 4:1-2 - Therefore, since Christ SUFFERED IN HIS BODY, arm yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2 As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for 
evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  

Attitude -  ennoia (en'-noy-ah); thoughtfulness, i.e. moral understanding:  ( intent, mind). 
 

Deal with EVERYTHING Spiritually - Eph 6:12-14-12 For OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 
THEREFORE put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand.  

 

Eliminate and restrain the elements of the bad container - Col 3:5-10 - 5 PUT TO DEATH, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, WHICH IS IDOLATRY. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must RID YOURSELVES OF ALL such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices 10 and have PUT ON THE NEW SELF, WHICH IS BEING RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE IN THE IMAGE OF ITS CREATOR. 
 

Pursue fulfilling the good container - 2 Tim 2:22 FLEE the evil desires of youth, and PURSUE righteousness, faith, love and peace, 
along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
 

The end result will be the bad container will continue to exist but your purpose will not be to fill it - 1 Cor 7:29-31 - 29 What I mean, 
brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live AS IF they had none; 30 those who mourn, AS IF 
they did not; those who are happy, AS IF they were not; those who buy something, AS IF it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who 
use the things of the world, AS IF not engrossed in them. For THIS WORLD IN ITS PRESENT FORM IS PASSING AWAY.  


