
Live in Reverence, live not for “the ideal” 

 

Man is notorious for questioning God (through word and action) based on how things seem - Prov 14:12 There is a way 
that seems right to a man, but in the end IT LEADS TO DEATH.  
 

Examples of “the Ideal” verses Reverence 
If two people are happy, even if they are the same sex, or if a married man and woman are no longer happy together, 
doesn’t it make sense to do what makes them happy? - Matt 19:4-6 - 4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the 
beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,'  5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?  6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore WHAT 
GOD HAS JOINED TOGETHER, LET MAN NOT SEPARATE."  
 *The institution of marriage is sacred and must be followed as God created it to be. 
 

There doesn’t seem to be available Christians to marry, so why can’t I marry a non-Christian as long as we respect each 
other’s beliefs? -  2 Cor 6:14 DO NOT be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 
HAVE IN COMMON? Or WHAT FELLOWSHIP can light have with darkness?  
 *We need to ask, are we in sink with our Spirit or our flesh? 
 

In a church with a female Pastor; If I’m learning more, if it seems to work fine, many seem to be coming to Christ in this 
church, aren’t these the things that matters most? - 1 Tim 2:12-14 - 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have 
authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one 
deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.  
 *If God created the church service format and ordained how it is done, how can we question God? 
 

After I lost my Job, I’m sure God understands I have to take care of my family. I had to put God, Church, and Bible 
study aside for work. If not, my family’s future would be bleak - Matt 6:31-34 - 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall 
we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and YOUR 
HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWS THAT YOU NEED THEM. 33 But SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  
 *Do we recognize who our true provider is? 
 

Retaliation seems to teach people not to mess with me and gives them what they deserve for what they did to me. So 
what’s the problem? - Rom 12:17-19 - 17 DO NOT repay anyone evil for evil. BE CAREFUL TO DO what is right in the eyes 
of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 DO NOT take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 
 *We may think others deserve to be retaliated on…but so do we. Leave the retaliation to God.  
 

I know many people that are doing worse in secret, why then are we punishing those that are open with their sinful 
living? -  1 Cor 5:11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother BUT IS 
sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.  

* Understand, disassociation is God’s ministry of love for people living in “accepted sin” and a protection for the 
Body, not a punishment. 
 

The path to Reverence over “the ideal” 
We MUST live by FAITH - 2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, NOT by sight.  
 

We must begin and live in reverence 
Ps 111:10 The FEAR OF THE LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
To him belongs eternal praise.  
 

Prov 1:7 The FEAR OF THE LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 
 

Live in complete trust in God - Prov 3:5-7 - 5 TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL your heart and LEAN NOT on your own 
understanding; 6 IN ALL YOUR WAYS acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 7 DO NOT be wise in your 
own eyes; FEAR THE LORD and shun evil.  


