
  Follow the Leader… 
  …following the Leader 

 

Peter gives an example of how we have a flawed way of following the LEADER - John 13:2-17 - 2 The evening meal 
was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that 
the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got 
up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 "NO," SAID PETER, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus 
answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!"  10 Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."  11 For he knew who was going to betray him, 
and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 
and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' 
and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell 
you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.  
 

Characteristics of following the Main Leader displayed by Christ that all Christians must posses 
Jesus recognized his Human limitations - John 5:30 BY MYSELF I CAN DO NOTHING; I judge ONLY as I hear, and 
my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.  
 

Jesus was completely led by God - John 14:31 but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I DO 
EXACTLY what my Father has commanded me. "Come now; let us leave.  
 

Jesus recognized his role and followed the Fathers instructions completely - John 12:47-50 - 47 "As for the 
person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, 
but to save it. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; THAT VERY WORD 
WHICH I SPOKE will condemn him at the last day. 49 For I DID NOT SPEAK OF MY OWN ACCORD, but the Father 
who sent me commanded me WHAT TO SAY and HOW TO SAY IT. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal 
life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say." 
 

We make judgments based on many factors Jesus only judged based on God and God alone - John 8:15-16 - 15 
You judge by human standards; I PASS JUDGMENT ON NO ONE. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are right, 
because I am not alone. I STAND WITH THE FATHER, who sent me. 

 

Jesus request were in line with God only - Luke 22:42 "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet NOT 
MY WILL, BUT YOURS BE DONE." 

 

Three things we must do to follow the leader Christ as Christ followed the leader God - Phil 2:5-8 - 5 Your attitude 
should be THE SAME as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death 
on a cross!  
 

• Never, Ever live as if you are entitled!!! 

• Make your self-value zero. 

• Humble yourself so God can use you for ANYTHING. 
 

***Important for those who lead*** Jesus shows that true leadership is serving those you lead - Matt 20:25-28 - 25 
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them. 26 NOT SO WITH YOU. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you MUST BE 
your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first MUST BE your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, BUT TO SERVE, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 


