
STOP BASING FAITH ON DESIRED OUTCOME 
 

Two sisters raised together, one lived Godly, being totally obedient to God. The other sister for a long time lived for self and ignored 
God and his commands. Later in life the one who ignored God ended up getting married, became a Christian and had three kids and 
seems to enjoy life. The one who followed God could never find the right Godly man and never had the opportunity to get married 
and have kids. Her life seems to be more of a challenge. How could this happen? 
 

We tend to select scripture that fit our desired outcomes - Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."  
 

True faith looks for God’s answer weather desirable or not because it’s the RIGHT ANSWER - 2 Cor 12:7-10 - 7 To keep me from 
becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 
torment me. 8 Three times I PLEADED WITH THE LORD to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest 
on me. 10 That is why, FOR CHRIST'S SAKE, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For WHEN I 
AM WEAK, THEN I AM STRONG.   
 

Job was inspired to state the true purpose of Faith - Job 2:9-10 - 9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse 
God and die!" 10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, Job did 
not sin in what he said.        (Job 1:20-22 - THE LORD GAVE AND THE LORD HAS TAKEN AWAY) 
 

True Faith is following the instruction God provides for our provisions and protection - Matt 6:31-33 - 31 So do not worry, saying, 
'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them. 33 But SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, and all these things will be given to you 
as well.  
 

Our Faith is shown in our actions and it will affect our outcome though not always seen -  2 Cor 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  
 

Outcome is very deceptive when viewing by sight 
Those that seem poor may truly be rich - Rev 2:9-10 - 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty — YET YOU ARE RICH! I know the 
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to 
suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
 

Those that seem rich may truly be poor - Rev 3:17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But YOU DO 
NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

 

True faith focuses on what is unseen not what is seen - Heb 11:39-40 - 39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them 
received what had been promised. 40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made 
perfect.  
 

To successfully live by faith means we must get us out the way - Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and LEAN NOT on your 

own understanding;  (2 Cor 5:7- by faith not by sight) 
 

Let’s consider Moses’s Faith which is a great illustration of Faith - Heb 11:24-28 - 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to 
be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, 
because HE WAS LOOKING AHEAD TO HIS REWARD. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he 
saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not 
touch the firstborn of Israel.  

• Chose mistreatment because of Christ (eternity) over the pleasures that come from sin (temporary) 

• He Saw the value of Christ (eternity) was much more than the treasures of Egypt (temporary worldly treasures) 

• Didn’t allow the fear of man (who he can see) to stop him from trusting in God (whom he couldn’t see) 

• Followed God’s exact instruction to receive God’s protection. 
 

This is why we want God to test our faith to make sure it’s authentic - 1 Peter 1:3-9 - 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy,  he has caused us to be born again to a living hope  through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to  an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and  unfading,  kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are 
being guarded  THROUGH FAITH for a salvation  ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, 
if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 SO THAT  the tested GENUINENESS of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes  though it is tested by  fire—may be found TO RESULT in  praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8  Though 
you have not seen him, you love him.  Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, 9 OBTAINING  THE OUTCOME OF YOUR FAITH, the SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS.  ESV 
 
Finally when you are having a bad time consider this - Eccl 7:14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: 
GOD HAS MADE THE ONE AS WELL AS THE OTHER. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future.  


