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    SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM & RIGHTEOUSNESS 
My earthly survival is based on one command - Matt 6:31-34 - 31 So DO NOT WORRY, saying, 'What shall we eat?' 
or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after* all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first HIS kingdom and HIS righteousness, and all these things WILL 
BE given to you as well. 34 THEREFORE do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.  
  Run after - epizeteo (ep-eed-zay-teh'-o); to search (inquire) for; intensively, to demand, to crave: (desire, enquire). 

 

Seek - zeteo (dzay-teh'-o); to seek be (go) about, desire, endeavour, enquire (for), require,  
 

First - proton (pro'-ton);  firstly (in time, place, order, or importance):  before, chiefly (at, at the) first (of all). 
 

Kingdom - basileia (bas-il-i'-ah); government, rule, an empire (literally or figuratively): reign. 
 

Righteousness - dikaiosune (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay); justness (of character or act); justification   
 

When you’re “Kingdom focused” you must first know, the difference between “a need” and “a want” - Phil 4:11-
13 - 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through 
him who gives me strength.  
 

Don’t misunderstand, It DOES NOT mean not to work and be productive  - 1 Thess 4:11-12 - 11 MAKE IT YOUR 
AMBITION to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so 
that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  

 
 

God’s Kingdom   
Our focus should be on the coming of God’s Kingdom - Matt 6:10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  
 

All Christians should live never looking back - Luke 9:62 Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."  
 

We must recognize King Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world - John 18:36-37 - 36 Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of 
this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from 
another place." 37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, 
for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me."  
 

Therefore, let’s stop treating God’s kingdom as the world’s kingdoms and visa-versa - Luke 20: 25 "Caesar's," 
they replied. He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  

 

The Kingdoms of the world agenda is much different then God’s agenda - 1 John 2:16 For everything in the world 
— the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the 
Father but from the world.  
 

The path to the kingdom will include hardship - Acts 14:21-22 - 21 They preached the good news in that city and 
won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples 
and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of 
God," they said. 
 

We must know where we are from and keep focused where we are going - Phil 3:18-21-18 For, as I have often 
told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But 
OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body.  
 

Know we are only passing thru with a purpose, don’t be distracted - 1 Peter 2:11-12 - 11 Dear friends, I urge you, 
as ALIENS and STRANGERS in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such 
good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day he visits us.  

 

 



Page 2 of 7 – Seek first the Kingdom & His Righteousness 
 

 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS MADE OF 

Made of righteous, peace & Joy - Rom 14:17-18 - 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this 
way is pleasing to God and approved by men.  
 

Made of Power - 1 Cor 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.  
 

THOSE WHO WILL ENTER WILL FOLLOW GOD’S AGENDA 
Must be born again - John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless he is BORN AGAIN."  
 

Before Jesus stated “It is finished” those who by faith lived by the law will be called great in The Kingdom of 
God - Matt 5:17-19 - 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, 
not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law UNTIL EVERYTHING IS ACCOMPLISHED. 
19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven.  
 

We must be poor in the eyes of the world but rich in faith - James 2:5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised 
those who love him?  
 

We must humble ourselves as little children - Matt 18:2-4 -2 He called a little child and had him stand among 
them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever HUMBLES HIMSELF LIKE THIS CHILD is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.  
 

Only those that DO the will of God will enter the Kingdom - Matt 7:21-23-21 "Not everyone who says to me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but ONLY HE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN 
HEAVEN. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!'  
 

What we do (or don’t do) for others will determine our entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven - Matt 25:45-46 - 
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  

 
THOSE WHO WILL NOT ENTER WILL FOLLOW THE WORLDLY AGENDA 

Those who are not Spiritual - 1 Cor 15:50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

Those “Living” for the flesh and not Spiritually - Gal 5:19-21 - 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: 
sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and THE LIKE. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those WHO LIVE LIKE THIS WILL NOT inherit the kingdom of God.  
 

The wicked will not - 1 Cor 6:9-10 - 9 Do you not know that the wicked WILL NOT inherit the kingdom of God? 
DO NOT BE DECEIVED: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor 
homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God.  
 

Idolaters will not enter the Kingdom - Eph 5:3-7 - 3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor 
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of 
THIS YOU CAN BE SURE: No immoral, impure or greedy person — such a man is an idolater — has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  6 LET NO ONE DECEIVE YOU WITH EMPTY WORDS, for 
because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with 
them.  
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Those that don’t KNOW God - 2 Thess 1:8-10 - 8 He will punish those who DO NOT KNOW GOD and DO NOT 
OBEY THE GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 
presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people 
and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 
testimony to you.  
 

WARNING: The rich will struggle to enter the kingdom of heaven if being rich is what defines them - Matt 
19:23-24 - 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God."  
 

We must give up EVERYTHING for Christ to receive the Kingdom - Matt 19:25-30 - 25 When the disciples 
heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 26 Jesus looked at them and 
said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 27 Peter answered him, "We have left 
everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" 28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the 
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or fields FOR MY SAKE will receive a hundred times as much and will 
inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.  
 

Handle “worldly riches” for the sake of the kingdom - Luke 16:8-13 - 8 "The master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own kind THAN are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 10 "Whoever can be trusted 
with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest 
with much. 11 So IF YOU HAVE NOT BEEN TRUSTWORTHY IN HANDLING WORLDLY WEALTH, WHO WILL 
TRUST YOU WITH TRUE RICHES? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who 
will give you property of your own? 13 "NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS. Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
Money."  
 

Not to trust in their wealth and to generously share - 1 Tim 6:17-19 - 17 Command those who are rich in this 
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in 
good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as 
a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  
 

If not, their wealth is what will testify against them - James 5:1-6 - Now listen, you rich people, weep and 
wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 
clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. THEIR CORROSION WILL TESTIFY AGAINST YOU AND EAT YOUR 
FLESH LIKE FIRE. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the 
workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened 
yourselves in the day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not 
opposing you.  

 

    ***Know the “the Kingdom of Heaven is Like” parables*** 
 

Repenting is the first step to receiving God’s kingdom 
Matt 3:1-3 -In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2 and saying, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is near." 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:"A voice of one 
calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" 
 

Matt 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  
 

We must live with reverence for God in receiving the Kingdom -Heb 12:28-29 - 28 Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God ACCEPTABLY with 
REVERENCE AND AWE, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire."  
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God gives clear instruction on how to live focused on the Kingdom of God - 2 Peter 1:10-11 - 10 Therefore, my 
brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never 
fall, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

God’s kingdom and righteousness go hand in hand -Matt 5:20  For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 

Understand, Jesus did not come to call “the righteous” (self-righteous) - Matt 9:13 But go and learn what this 
means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  

 

Righteousness 
 

No man on this earth has, is, or will be righteous other than Christ - Rom 3:9-10 - 9 What shall we conclude then? 
Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are ALL under sin. 10 

As it is written: "THERE IS NO ONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  (1 Tim 5:24-25) 
 

Our own righteousness is worthless - Isa 64:6  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.  
 

Jesus IS our righteousness - 1 Cor 1:30-31- 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for 
us wisdom from God — that is, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, holiness and redemption.   31 Therefore, as it is written: 
"Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  
 

True righteousness can’t be faked - Matt 23:28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as 
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  
 

God’s righteousness protects our purpose and has specific ingredients -  
Righteousness Guards our heart - Eph 6:14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, 
with the breastplate of righteousness in place,  
 

Righteousness equals Faith and Love - 1 Thess 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, 
putting on *faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

 

How do we access God’s righteousness? 
True righteousness is credited to us not earned – Rom 4: 3-5 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham BELIEVED 
GOD, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him 
as a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.   

*Trusting in God is different than works even though trusting in God contains works. This is because 
trusting in God is dependent on God while works alone is dependent on Works. 

i.e. If I needed $20 and you offered me $20 to clean your office and I cleaned your office I earned 
what I needed. If I needed $100,000,000,000,000,000,000.00 (quadrillion) and you offered me  $20 
to clean your office however Jesus says go ahead and clean the office, I’ll take care of the bill. 
Nothing I do will earn what I owe so I just Trust in God, and show my trust by doing what HE says. 

 

You can only get righteousness through faith not works –  
Rom 1:16-17 - 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
a righteousness that is BY FAITH from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."  
 

Rom 9:30-32 30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained 
it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. 32 
Why not? Because they pursued it NOT BY FAITH but AS IF IT WERE BY WORKS. They stumbled over the 
"stumbling stone." 

 

Belief in God is not just something you claim, it’s your Faith displayed- James 2:22-24 - 22 You see that his faith 
and his actions were working together, and his faith was MADE COMPLETE BY WHAT HE DID. 23 And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he 
was called God's friend. 24 You see that A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED BY WHAT HE DOES AND NOT BY FAITH ALONE.  
 

Like Abraham our righteousness is credited to us - Rom 4:23-24 - 23 The words "it was credited to him" were 
written not for him alone, 24 but ALSO FOR US, to whom GOD WILL CREDIT RIGHTEOUSNESS — FOR US WHO 
BELIEVE IN HIM who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.      
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The Bible is our complete guide to righteousness - 2 Tim 3:16-17 - 16 ALL SCRIPTURE is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 

Discipline produces righteousness - Heb 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  
 

How will we know if we have received God’s righteousness? 
True faith will be displayed in obedience - Rom 6:16-18 - 16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to 
someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, 
which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you 
used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You 
have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  
 

The righteous WILL be displayed by doing right - 1 John 3:7-10 - 7 Dear children, DO NOT LET ANYONE LEAD 
YOU ASTRAY. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of 
the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil's work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue* to sin, because God's seed remains in him; 
he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are 
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not DO WHAT IS RIGHT is not a child of God; nor is 
anyone who does not love his brother.  
 

The righteous WILL live by faith - Heb 10:35-39 - 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded. 36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has 
promised. 37 For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38 But MY 
RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL LIVE BY FAITH. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 39 But we are not 
of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.  

 

Righteousness must be a lifestyle 
We are to represent God to the world - 2 Cor 5:20-21 - 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might BECOME THE RIGHTEOUSNESS of God.  
 

It should be one of the things we strive for in life -   
1 Tim 6:11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance 
and gentleness.  
 

2 Tim 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 

We are to offer every part of ourselves to righteousness NOT to sin - Rom 6:11-14 - 11 In the same way, count 
yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore DO NOT LET sin reign in your mortal body so 
that you obey its evil desires. 13 DO NOT OFFER the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but 
rather OFFER yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and OFFER the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not 
under law, but under grace.  
 

Righteous acts must be God purposed - Matt 5:47 - "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before 
men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  
 

We must Spiritually mature to truly understand righteousness - Heb 5:13-14 - 13 Anyone who lives on milk, 
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, 
who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  

 

Seeking The Kingdom and Righteousness first mean they take total priority. - Phil 3:8-11 - 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness 
that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship 
of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from 
the dead.  
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Question: Seek First the Kingdom     Name: ______________________________ 
 

 

1. Why is it wrong for us to pursue our needs? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What distorts the difference between our wants and our needs? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Luke 20:20 mean when it says. give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's. -  

 

 

 

 

 

4. How do we live as “Aliens & Strangers” in the world? - 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Will HOW we live have anything to do if we get into heaven or not? Explain. -  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Why is it so hard for those that are rich to enter the Kingdom of Heaven? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What does it mean to repent? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Why does Matt 9:13 say that Jesus did not come to call the righteous but the sinner? 
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9. Other than accepting Christ, what else can we do to be righteous? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. The Bible says we need to guard our what? 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Explain the difference between Trusting in God (which includes works) and “Works”. -  

 

 

 

 

 

12. Explain how those that lived by law pursuing righteousness is different from those that live by faith 

pursue righteousness. 

 

 

 

 

 

13. What is the definition of Belief? 

 

 

 

 

 

14. What does it mean to be “credited” righteousness? 

 

 

 

 

 

15. I can live wrong as long as I believe and I will be considered righteous, correct? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


