
DON'T JUST CLAIM IT… BE IT 
 

God does not take our word for it so neither should we - Matt 15:8-9 - 8 "'These people honor me with their lips, but 
their HEARTS ARE FAR FROM ME. 9 They WORSHIP ME IN VAIN; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"  
 

Our actions show the truth despite our claims - Titus 1:15-16 - 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are 
corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They CLAIM 
TO KNOW GOD, but BY THEIR ACTIONS THEY DENY HIM. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything 
good.  
 

When we think we are something we’re really not we deceive ourselves - Gal 6:3-5 - 3 If anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each one should test his own actions. THEN he can take pride in 
himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5 for each one should carry his own load.  
 

We put ourselves in Danger when we claim and don’t display - Rom 1:22-23 - 22 Although they claimed to be wise, 
they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds 
and animals and reptiles.  
 

SOME THINGS WE CLAIM TO HAVE BUT ARE MISTAKEN 
Your religion - James 1:26-27 - 26 If anyone CONSIDERS HIMSELF religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his 
tongue, HE DECEIVES HIMSELF and his RELIGION IS WORTHLESS. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.  
 

Your Firm walk - 1 Cor 10:12-13 - 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 13 No 
temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up 
under it.  
 

Your Christianity –  
Living as a Christian -1 John 1:5-7 - 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 
not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

 

Living in obedience -  1 John 2:3-6 - 3 We know that we have come to know him IF WE OBEY HIS COMMANDS. 4 
The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if 
anyone OBEYS his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever 
claims to live in him MUST WALK AS JESUS DID. 
 

Our relationship with our brothers-1 John 2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in 
the darkness. 

 

THE KEY TO BEING SURE AND NOT JUST CLAIMING IT 
Don’t measure using others, self, or by feelings, as your reference but measure by using God - 1 Cor 4:3-4 -  3 I care 
very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, 
but that does not make me innocent. IT IS THE LORD WHO JUDGES ME.  
 

Once you have the correct measuring tool measure everything - 1 Thess 5:21-22 - 21 TEST EVERYTHING. Hold on to 
the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.  

 

The most important parts of our walk must be shown not just spoken –  
Love - 1 John 3:18-20 - 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but WITH ACTIONS AND IN TRUTH. 
19 This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20 
whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.  
 

Faith  
James 2:14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  

 

James 2:17-18 - 17 In the same way, FAITH BY ITSELF, IF IT IS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ACTION, IS DEAD. 18 But 
someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith 
by what I do. 


