
          The wise are known while fools are not 
 

Christ illustration represents the devastating difference between wise and foolish lives - Matt 25:1-13 -"At that time 
the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN WILL BE LIKE ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of 
them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise, 
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep. 6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 7 "Then all the 
virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are 
going out.'  9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.'  10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they 
said. 'Open the door for us!' 12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I DON'T KNOW YOU.'  13 "Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour.  
 

Understand, everyone is in for ONE of only two outcomes - John 5:28-29 - 28 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out — those who have DONE GOOD will rise to 
live, and those who have DONE EVIL will rise to be condemned 
 

Christ clearly explained who will represent the fools and who will represent the wise and how - Matt 7:21-27 - 21 "Not 
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he WHO DOES the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I NEVER KNEW YOU. AWAY FROM ME, 
YOU EVILDOERS!' 24 "THEREFORE everyone who HEARS THESE WORDS OF MINE and PUTS THEM INTO PRACTICE is like 
a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet IT DID NOT FALL, BECAUSE IT HAD ITS FOUNDATION ON THE ROCK. 26 But everyone who HEARS 
THESE WORDS OF MINE and DOES NOT PUT THEM INTO PRACTICE is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it FELL WITH A GREAT 
CRASH."  
 

Christ warns us our lifepath choice will dictate our destiny - Luke 13:23-28 - 23 Someone asked him, "Lord, ARE ONLY A 
FEW PEOPLE GOING TO BE SAVED?" He said to them, 24 "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and WILL NOT BE ABLE TO. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, 
you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, 'I DON'T KNOW YOU OR 
WHERE YOU COME FROM.' 26 "Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'  27 "But he 
will reply, 'I DON'T KNOW YOU OR WHERE YOU COME FROM. Away from me, all you evildoers!' 28 "There will be 
weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but YOU YOURSELVES THROWN OUT. 
 

If we are truly living in Grace it will be shown in what we live for and how…basically our overall purpose  
Gal 6:7-8 - 7 DO NOT BE DECEIVED: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please 
his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life. 
 

Rom 2:6-9 - 6 God "will give to each person ACCORDING TO WHAT HE HAS DONE."  7 To those who BY PERSISTENCE 
in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, HE WILL GIVE ETERNAL LIFE. 8 But for those who are self-seeking 
and who reject the truth and follow evil, THERE WILL BE WRATH AND ANGER. 9 There will be trouble and distress for 
every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; (Rom 8:5-6) 

Persistence - hupomone (hoop-om-on-ay'); cheerful (or hopeful) endurance, constancy enduring, patience, patient 
continuance (waiting). 
 

* If I do good deeds base me(or based on what happens to me) the good deeds will end when what happens to 
me goes bad or I become comfortable, but when I do Good deeds based on God, I will continue to do good no 
matter what happens to me. 
 

With knowing all of that, we must live wise not foolish - 1 Peter 1:13-17 - 13 Therefore, PREPARE your minds for action; 
be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 AS OBEDIENT 
CHILDREN, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is 
holy, so BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 17 Since you call on a Father who 
judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 


