
     Not Taking God Seriously 
 

Why do we continue not to show God the proper respect? - Mal 1:6-8 - 6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a 
father, where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?" says the Lord Almighty. "It is you, O priests, who 
show contempt for my name. "But you ask, 'How have we shown contempt for your name?' 7 "You place defiled food on my altar. "But 
you ask, 'How have we defiled you?' "By saying that the Lord's table is contemptible. 8 When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is 
that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be 
pleased with you? Would he accept you?" says the Lord Almighty.  
 *In other words, we are NOT careful to follow HIS instruction 
 

Examples of us not showing proper respect 
We make plans despite God - James 4:13-17 - 13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow WE WILL go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, YOU DO NOT EVEN KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN TOMORROW. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "IF IT IS THE LORD'S 
WILL, we will live and do this or that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good 
he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.  
 

Instead of responding Spiritually, we carelessly and emotionally respond to our brothers and sisters –  
1 John 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.  
 

Matt 5:22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his 
brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.    
  *Raca - rhaka (rhak-ah'); O empty one, i.e. thou worthless (as a term of utter vilification): 
 

We do not take forgiveness seriously - Matt 6:15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your FATHER WILL NOT forgive your sins.  
 

Grace Giving - 2 Cor 9:6-7 - 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 
 

We continue to befriend the world - James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred 
toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 
 

Ignoring Worship instruction - 1 Cor 11:4-16 - 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 
And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head — it is just as though her head were 
shaved. 6 If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair 
cut or shaved off, she should cover her head. 7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the IMAGE and GLORY of God; but the 
woman is the GLORY of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, 
but woman for man. 10 For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head. 11 In 
the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also 
man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her 
head uncovered? 14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a 
woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we 
have no other practice — nor do the churches of God.  
 Prays - proseuchomai (pros-yoo'-khom-ahee);  to pray to God, i.e. supplicate, WORSHIP: 
 

Distorting the sanctity of marriage - Matt 19:4-12 - 4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them 
male and female,'  5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh'?  6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 7 "Why 
then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8 Jesus replied, 
"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I TELL 
YOU THAT ANYONE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE, EXCEPT FOR MARITAL UNFAITHFULNESS, AND MARRIES ANOTHER WOMAN 
COMMITS ADULTERY." 10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry." 
11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because 
they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of 
heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."  

 

The reason we do not have the reverence for God is because we are not doing what’s needed to receive it - Prov 2:1-5 - My son, if 
you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 
3 and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasure, 5 THEN you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 

• Accept Gods Word – if God says it that settles it! 

• Store up God’s Commands - Striving to receive and keep God’s Word. 

• Turning your ear to wisdom – If it is not from God, I don’t want to hear it!! 

• Make it your purpose to understand – I will not allow anything to block my understanding in God. 

• Call for insight & Cry for understanding – My core prayer is for clarity of HIS will for me. 

• Look for it as silver or hidden treasure - I will drop everything to get it. 


