
      Christians dealing with leadership 
 

All Christians must recognize the God ordained order of leadership – 1 Cor 11:3 Now I WANT YOU TO REALIZE that the head of every 
man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.  

• Man answers to Christ 

• Women answers to a man 

• Christ answers to God 
 

There are automatic roles of leadership 
Husbands are automatic leaders - Eph 5:22-23 - 22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband IS the head 
of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  
 

Parents are automatic leaders - Eph 6:1 - Children, OBEY your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
 

Christian leaders MUST NOT lead the same way worldly leaders lead -  Matt 20:25-28 - 25 Jesus called them together and said, "You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 NOT SO WITH YOU. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 
JUST AS THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, BUT TO SERVE, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 

God put in place ALL authority in the world both good and bad –  
God places people in office - Rom 13:1-5 - Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for THERE IS NO AUTHORITY 
EXCEPT THAT WHICH GOD HAS ESTABLISHED. THE AUTHORITIES THAT EXIST HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY GOD. 2 Consequently, he 
who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 
one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  

Example of God placing leaders - Rom 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I 
might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."   

 

God puts leaders in place for His purpose - 1 Peter 2:13-17 - 13 Submit yourselves FOR THE LORD'S SAKE to every authority 
instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who 
do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17 Show PROPER 
respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.  

 

We do not follow our leaders for them, we do it for GOD. All leaders will have to answer to God concerning their leadership - Eph 
6:5-9 - 5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey 
them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 BECAUSE YOU KNOW that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever 
good he does, whether he is slave or free. 9 And MASTERS, TREAT YOUR SLAVES IN THE SAME WAY. Do not threaten them, since you 
know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. (Col 3:22-4:1) 
 

It doesn’t matter how bad a leader may be, once again, we must submit to them because of God - 1 Peter 2:18-21 - 18 Slaves, submit 
yourselves to your masters with all respect, NOT ONLY TO THOSE WHO ARE GOOD AND CONSIDERATE, BUT ALSO TO THOSE WHO 
ARE HARSH. 19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering BECAUSE HE IS CONSCIOUS OF GOD. 20 But 
how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But IF YOU SUFFER FOR DOING GOOD AND YOU 
ENDURE IT, THIS IS COMMENDABLE BEFORE GOD. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps.  
 

Spiritual leaders have to answer to God and be responsible for the flock under their care - Heb 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit 
to their authority. They KEEP WATCH OVER YOU as men who MUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, 
not a burden, for THAT WOULD BE OF NO ADVANTAGE TO YOU.  

 

Spiritual leaders are willing shepherds that must answer to the Head Shepherd - 1 Peter 5:2-4 - 2 Be shepherds of God's flock 
that is under your care, serving as overseers — not because you must, but BECAUSE YOU ARE WILLING, as God wants you to be; 
not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  

 

We must pray for our leaders as well as everyone else, this will affect the Spiritual quality of our lives - 1 Tim 2:1-4 - I urge, then, first 
of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, THAT WE 
MAY LIVE PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIVES IN ALL GODLINESS AND HOLINESS. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all 
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
 

Most importantly we need to remember WE MUST obey God over every one - Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "WE 
MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN! 

 


