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                                                                              TRUE RICHES 

                                                                                 (Deut 8) 

An irony we cease to recognize today - Eccl 7:12 Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of knowledge is 

this: that WISDOM PRESERVES THE LIFE OF ITS POSSESSOR.    *implied; money does not preserve the life. 
 

Only with God TRUE wealth exists - Prov 8:18 WITH ME are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. 
 

It’s not worldly wealth that will save us - Prov 11:4 Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness 

delivers from death.  
 

What really defines “True Wealth”? 

Seems poor but truly rich -Rev 2:8-9 - 8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him 

who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty — YET 

YOU ARE RICH! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
 

Seems rich but is truly poor -Rev 3:14-18 - 14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words 

of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — 

I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' 

But YOU DO NOT REALIZE that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to BUY FROM 

ME GOLD REFINED IN THE FIRE, SO YOU CAN BECOME RICH; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 

shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  
 

Our Lives and Wealth 

What we value dictates our lives -Matt 6:19-21 - 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 FOR WHERE YOUR 

TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.  

 * The things you value WILL affect your life purpose 
 

Worldly Wealth is not what should define us - Luke 12:15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; a man's life DOES NOT consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

              *Do not let you net worth be what defines your real worth 
 

Our life worth is measured by our service for Christ - Acts 20:24 However, I consider my life worth nothing 

to me, if ONLY I MAY FINISH THE RACE AND COMPLETE THE TASK THE LORD JESUS HAS GIVEN ME — the 

task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  
 

Many are guilty of being rich towards self instead of being rich towards God - Luke 12:16-21 - 16 And he told 

them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall 

I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build 

bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good 

things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This 

very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  21 

"This is how it will be with anyone who STORES UP THINGS FOR HIMSELF but is NOT RICH TOWARD GOD."  
 

When our life is guided and defined by worldly wealth, you may temporarily enjoy now but you will pay 

eternally later - Luke 6:24-26 - 24 "But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 

Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and 

weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.  
 

Worldly wealth 

Worldly wealth is meant to minister to others - Luke 16:8-12 - 8 "The master commended the dishonest 

manager because he had acted shrewdly.  
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   For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I 

tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 

eternal dwellings. 10 "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

worldly wealth, who will trust you with TRUE RICHES? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone 

else's property, who will give you property of your own?  
 

Worldly riches are meant for God’s people to share, display their trust & thanksgiving in God  - 2 Cor 9:6-11 - 6 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly WILL also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously WILL also reap 

generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts 

to the poor;  his righteousness endures forever." 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 

made rich in every way SO THAT you can be generous on every occasion, and through us YOUR GENEROSITY will 

result in THANKSGIVING TO GOD.  
 

Being worldly rich for the purpose of self actually makes our walk more difficult - Luke 18:24-25 - 24 Jesus 

looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
 

Worldly wealth is very deceitful - Matt 13:22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 

the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 

unfruitful.  

 

Dangers of Worldly wealth 

The lives of people who depend on worldly wealth will be defined by it - Prov 10:15 The wealth of the rich is 

their fortified city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor.  
 

Worldly wealth (or the lack thereof) distorts worldly relationships - Prov 19:4 Wealth brings many friends, but 

a poor man's friend deserts him. 
 

Worldly wealth adds a major danger to our lives - Prov 13: 8 A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor 

man hears no threat.  
 

True riches contain great wealth while worldly wealth brings more problems - Prov 15:6 The house of the 

righteous contains great treasure, but the income of the wicked brings them trouble.  
 

The tightfisted man is blind to the poverty in store for them - Prov 28:22 A stingy man is eager to get rich and 

is unaware that poverty awaits him.  
 

Loving worldly wealth hinders contentment - Eccl 5:10 Whoever loves money NEVER has money enough; 

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 
 

A gift from God is not the worldly wealth but the ability to TRULY enjoy it; many do not receive this gift 

Eccl 6:2 God gives a man wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but GOD 

DOES NOT ENABLE HIM TO ENJOY THEM, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous 

evil.  
 

Eccl 5:19-20 - 19 Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and ENABLES HIM TO ENJOY 
THEM, to ACCEPT HIS LOT and be HAPPY IN HIS WORK — this is a gift of God. 20 He seldom reflects on the 
days of his life, because GOD KEEPS HIM OCCUPIED WITH GLADNESS OF HEART.  
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The worldly rich not living responsible are in for a disastrous awakening - James 5:1-6 - Now listen, you rich 

people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths 

have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat 

your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the 

workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears 

of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in 

the day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.  
 

True wealth 

We must realize that God is THE ONLY true “source” –  

When he is my Shepard I will never be in want -Ps 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
 

When we fear & seek God we are provided for -Ps 34:9-10 - 9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear 

him lack nothing. 10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  
 

It’s all from God - James 1:16-17 - 16 DON'T BE DECEIVED, my dear brothers. 17 EVERY good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 
 

Christ is the true riches – Col 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 

riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 

The riches of Christ strengthen us - Eph 3:16-19 - 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 

you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge — that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  
 

The riches of Christ is our source - Phil 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus.  
 

There are riches in God’s Glory - Rom 9:22-24 - 22 What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power 

known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath — prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to 

make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— 24 even 

us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 
 

There are riches in God’s grace - Eph 2:3-7 - 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 

of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is RICH IN MERCY, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 

with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
 

Knowing the difference and dealing with wealth 

Important question; Do we give based on comfort in our wealth or do we give based on your comfort in God - 

Mark 12:41-44 - 41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow 

came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43 Calling his disciples to him, 

Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT MORE INTO THE TREASURY THAN ALL THE OTHERS. 

44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on." 
 

A person without much is in a higher position than a worldly rich person - James 1:9-11 - 9 The brother in 

humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. 10 But the one who is rich should take pride in his 

low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower.  
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11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In 

the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.  
 

Two very important qualities needed to protect us from the deception of wealth - 1 Tim 6:6-10 - 6 But godliness 

WITH contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 

But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation 

and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.  
 

True contentment can only be gained one way -Phil 4:11-13 - 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I 

have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 

to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I CAN DO EVERYTHING THROUGH HIM WHO GIVES ME STRENGTH.  
 

True treasures we are to pursue - 1 Tim 6:11-12 - 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.   12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 

the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses. 
 

Our giving will display what we depend on - 2 Cor 8:7-9 - 7 But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us — see that you also excel in this grace of 

giving.  8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  that though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  
 

There is a responsibility for the rich believers of the world today - 1 Tim 6:17-19 - 17 Command those who are 

rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 

their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to 

be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 IN THIS WAY THEY WILL LAY UP TREASURE 

FOR THEMSELVES as a firm foundation for the coming age, SO THAT THEY MAY TAKE HOLD OF THE LIFE THAT IS 

TRULY LIFE.  
 

Use worldly wealth not only to help but for enjoyment to the less fortunate and disabled - Luke 14:12-14 - 12 

Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or 

relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you 

give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they 

cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."  
 

Generosity should be the characteristic of all Christians - Prov 11:25-26 - 25 A generous man will prosper; he 

who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 26 People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns 

him who is willing to sell.  
 

We are to live as poor in order to receive true riches - James 2:5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen 

those who are poor IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD to be RICH IN FAITH and to inherit the kingdom he promised 

those who love him?  

Continue to invest in our precious faith which is what gives us access to true riches - 1 Peter 1:6-7 - 6 In this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have 

come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which PERISHES EVEN THOUGH REFINED BY FIRE — may be 

proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
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Questions 

 

 

1. Which item is a shelter to man (wisdom or money)?  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where our treasure is will also exist what?  
 
 
 
 
 

3. What kind of giver does God love?  
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is it going to be hard for a “worldly rich” man to do?  
 
 
 
 
 

5. We do all perfect gifts come from?  
 
 
 
 
 

6. Poor people should take pride in what?  
 
 
 
 
 

7. Phil 4:11 says “I can do everything through HIM who gives me strength” who is the “HIM”?  
 


