
      Ministering taking others into consideration 
 

We must not allow the variety of ministries to separate the body of Christ - 1 Cor 1:10-13 - 10 I appeal to you, brothers, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be NO DIVISIONS AMONG YOU 
and that you may BE PERFECTLY UNITED IN MIND AND THOUGHT. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe's household have 
informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow 
Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." 13 IS CHRIST DIVIDED? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Were you baptized into the name of Paul?  
 

When we allow the variety to be the ministry we lessen the message of Christ - 1 Cor 1:17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel — not with words of human wisdom, LEST THE CROSS OF CHRIST BE EMPTIED OF ITS 
POWER.  
 

In the Lord we are to make ourselves attentive to EVERYONE in order to win some for Christ - 1 Cor 9:19-23 - 19 Though I 
am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to EVERYONE, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became 
like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), 
so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not 
free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to 
win the weak. I have BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN SO THAT BY ALL POSSIBLE MEANS I MIGHT SAVE SOME. 23 I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  
 * What this DOES NOT mean is we compromise God’s WORD or God’s WAYS for others! 
 * We are to become like them (understand them) to win them, NOT something liked by them to attract them. 
 

Everything including our ministries cannot be based on us or how we see it - Phil 2:2-4 - 2 then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of SELFISH AMBITION or VAIN 
CONCEIT, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.  
 

We must minister with LOVE (Focus on how REAL love points to others above self ) - 1 Cor 13:4-6 - 4 Love is patient, love 
is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  
 

Our enthusiasm must be based on truth - Rom 10:2-3 - 2 For I can testify about them that THEY ARE ZEALOUS FOR GOD, 
but THEIR ZEAL IS NOT BASED ON KNOWLEDGE.   3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and 
sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 
 

A big part of ministering is getting to know your audience - James 1:19-20 - 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: 
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man's anger does not bring about the 
righteous life that God desires.  
 

We must adjust our vision to help us see how others see in order to help them see correctly - Matt 7:3-5- 3 "Why do you 
look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to 
your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 YOU 
HYPOCRITE, first take the plank out of your own eye, and THEN YOU WILL SEE CLEARLY to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye.  
 

Our goal is not our comfort but in others Spiritual strength in God - Heb 10:23-25 - 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 

We need to minister with the goal of all being equally fed - Rom 14:19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads 
to peace and to MUTUAL EDIFICATION.  
 

Do not minister or live in your comfort but in God’s will - Eph 5:15-17 - 15 Be very careful, then, how you live — not as 
unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of EVERY opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, 
but understand what the Lord's will is. 


