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     JUDGING RIGHTEOUSLY 
Judge - krino (kree'-no)to distinguish, i.e. decide (mentally or judicially); by implication, to try, condemn, punish: 

 

Christians should judge because Christians will judge the world - 1 Cor 6:1-4 - If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it 
before THE UNGODLY for judgment instead of BEFORE THE SAINTS? 2 DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE SAINTS WILL JUDGE THE WORLD? 
And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much 
more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the 
church!   
 

We are commanded to judge those in the Body -  1 Cor 5:12- 13- 12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are 
you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." 
 

When we are spiritual we can judge without being judged -  1 Cor 2:14-16 – 15 The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but 
he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: 16 "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the 
mind of Christ.  

 

WARNING 
How you judge will dictate how you are judged - Matt 7:1-2 - 1 "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you 
judge others, YOU WILL be judged, and with the measure you use, IT WILL be measured to you.  
 

Hypocritical judging could place us in the path of God’s judgement - Rom 2:1-3 - You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment 
do the same things. 2 Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere 
man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment?  

 

How Christians are to judge 
Jesus only presented what God gives and so should we- John 5:30 -I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek NOT TO 
PLEASE MYSELF but him who sent me.  
 

The standard we must judge by is Righteousness only, never appearance - John 7:24 - Do not judge according to appearance, but 
judge with righteous judgment." NKJV 
 

Righteous judgment means it’s based on God - John 8:15-16 - 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if 
I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I STAND WITH THE FATHER, who sent me. 

 

Favoritism can’t exist in judgement - James 2:8-9 - 8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself," you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 
 Prejudice - previous judgment, damage, from prae- before + judicium judgment 

 

  Means I must be fair in my judgement - Prov 20:23 The Lord detests differing weights, and dishonest scales do not please him.  
 

We need to Judge Righteously engulfed in mercy - James 2:12-13 - 12 SPEAK AND ACT as those who are going to be judged by the law 
that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. MERCY TRIUMPHS OVER 
JUDGMENT! 
 

We are to give as we receive from God - Luke 6:36-37 - 36 Be merciful, JUST AS YOUR FATHER IS MERCIFUL. 37 "Do not judge, and 
you will not be judged. DO NOT CONDEMN, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
 

We must check us before we check others - Matt 7:3-5 - 3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time 
there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, FIRST take the plank out of your own eye, and THEN you will SEE CLEARLY to remove 
the speck from your brother's eye.  
 

The main tool for our judgment must be God’s Word - Heb 4:12-13 - 12 For THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING AND ACTIVE. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.  

 

Remember The only Judgment that should concern us is God’s  - 1 Cor 4:3-5 – 3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human 
court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will 
expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.  
 

With that said; we are to judge based on God, never to give “our verdict” because in the end we’ll all be judged by God - Rom 14:10-13 
- 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For WE WILL ALL STAND BEFORE GOD'S 
JUDGMENT SEAT. 11 It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me every tongue will confess to God.'" 
12 So then, EACH OF US WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF TO GOD. 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. 
INSTEAD, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 


