
Shadow of things to come 
  

Old & New have always been about Christ - Col 2:8-15 - 8 SEE TO IT that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world RATHER THAN ON CHRIST. 9 For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 
11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with 
the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, 
who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood 
opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  
 

Don’t get caught-up in the practices of old but understand what they represented - Col 2:16-17 -16 Therefore do not let anyone judge 
you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of 
the things that were to come; the REALITY, however, is FOUND IN CHRIST.  
 

The Law pointed towards Christ - Heb 10:1-4 - The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming — not the realities 
themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near 
to worship. 2 If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and 
would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, 4 because it is impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  
 

Sacrifices and offering were in place to display what was/is coming in Christ - Heb 10:8-14 - 8 First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, 
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required them to be made). 9 
Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been 
made holy through the SACRIFICE OF THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST once for all. 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his 
religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when THIS PRIEST HAD OFFERED 
FOR ALL TIME ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS, he sat down at the right hand of God. 13 Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made 
his footstool, 14 because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.  
 

The curtain to the tabernacle and the high Priest represented Christ - Heb 10:19-22 - 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence 
to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  
 

Clean and unclean animals represented clean and unclean 
Acts 10:9-15 - 9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13 Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 14 "Surely not, 
Lord!" Peter replied. "I HAVE NEVER EATEN ANYTHING IMPURE OR UNCLEAN." 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, "DO NOT 
CALL ANYTHING IMPURE THAT GOD HAS MADE CLEAN." 
 

Acts 10:34-35 - 34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts men 
from every nation WHO FEAR HIM AND DO WHAT IS RIGHT.  

 

The Sabbath is an image of rest in Christ - Heb 4:1-11 - Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful 
that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message 
they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 3 Now we who have believed enter that 
rest, just as God has said, "So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'" And yet his work has been finished since 
the creation of the world. 4 For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: "And on the seventh day God rested 
from all his work."  5 And again in the passage above he says, "They shall never enter my rest." 6 It still remains that some will enter 
that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. 7 Therefore God again 
set a certain day, calling it TODAY, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: "Today, if you hear his voice, do 
not harden your hearts." 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 9 There remains, 
then, a Sabbath — rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from 
his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.  
 
 

SHADOW REALITY 

Sacrifices Sacrifice of Christ 

Holy Days Major Christ events 

Anointing with Oil Anointing of Holy Spirit 

Temple Our bodies 

Clean & unclean animals Clean & unclean (especially people) 

Sabbath Salvation 

 


