Asking & Receiving
We are to bring EVERYTHING to God for our protection and peace - Phil 4:6-7 - 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Jesus gives us access to God for requests to be done - Matt 18:18-20 - 18 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name,
there am I with them."
Our persistence to God is our access to an answer – Luke 11:5-10 - 5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he
goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him.' 7 "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children
are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is
his friend, yet because of the man's boldness (persistence) he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 9 "So I say to you: Ask
and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
Our Father gives “GOOD Gifts” - Matt 7:7-11 - 7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 "Which of
you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
Faith is a must for prayers to be answered
Our faith is canceled out by our doubt - Matt 21:21-22 - 21 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt,
not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it
will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."
True faith is in God - Mark 11:22-25 - 22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23 "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this
mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be
done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25
And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your
sins."
Faith in Christ is faith in God because he is God - John 14:12-14 - 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I
have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Don’t mistake faith for meaning; “what I want WILL happen “it’s faith only if you hear from God it’s His will “Claiming it” may be more of a sin not faith - James 4:13-17 - 13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this
or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's
will, we will live and do this or that." 16 As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the
good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.
True faith is, accepting God’s answer- Philem 22 - 22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be
restored to you in answer to your prayers.
Qualifiers
We have to stay in Christ and his Word in us - John 15:5-8 -5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.
It must be in Christ name - John 16:23-28 - 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will
give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and
your joy will be complete. 25 "Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of
language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father
on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I
came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father."
Bear Spiritual fruit - John 15:16-17 - 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit that
will last. THEN the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
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Obey God - 1 John 3:21-24 - 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive
from him anything we ask, BECAUSE we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey his commands live in him,
and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Qualifier for husbands - 1 Peter 3:7 - 7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them
with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Examples of God saying No
Jesus was told no - Mark 14:32-42 - 32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I
pray." 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34 "My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 35 Going a little farther, he fell to
the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36 "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you.
Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." 37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.
"Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. 41 Returning the
third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"
Paul was told no - 2 Cor 12:7-10 - 7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there
was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Why God may say no
Our Motives - James 4:1-3 - What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within
you? 2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do
not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.
Not within God’s Will - 1 John 5:14-15 - 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according
to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us — whatever we ask — we know that we have what we asked of him.
Individual will displayed - 1 Cor 7:20-24 - 20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him.
21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you — although if you can gain your freedom, do so. 22 For
he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was
called is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brothers, each man, as responsible to
God, should remain in the situation God called him to.
Jesus the man knew he must depend on GOD only
What would have been the problem with Jesus doing what Satan asks? - Matt 4:2-4 - 2 After fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."
4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God.'"
He stayed within what God asks not what he could do - Phil 2:5-8 - 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ
Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!
Your purpose for praying - Matt 6:5-8 - 5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when
you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of
their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
Even Jesus was heard because of his relationship with God - Heb 5:7- 7 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers
and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission.
Final note…pray wisely - Prov 30:8-9 - 8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only
my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?' Or I may become poor and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God.
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