
      The Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven 
 
The keys to the kingdom of Heaven is not is not necessarily “access” - Matt 16:13-19 - 13 When Jesus came to 
the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 14 They replied, 
"Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 "But what 
about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for THIS WAS NOT REVEALED TO YOU BY 
MAN, BUT BY MY FATHER IN HEAVEN. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."   
 
A Christian’s purpose is to represent Christ to the world - 2 Cor 5:20-21 - 20 We are therefore Christ's 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  
 
Once we are saved , we are no longer from earth so we must not live as those from earth do - 1 Peter 2:11-12 - 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against 
your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
 
God’s grace is what makes this lifestyle possible - Titus 2:11-14 - 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation 
has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness 
and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.  
 
Not being Heavenly focused hinders our growth - 1 Cor 3:2-3 - 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not 
yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling 
among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?  
 
Until we live with a Kingdom agenda we are a danger to ourselves and others - Matt 16:21-23 - 21 From that 
time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands 
of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! YOU ARE A STUMBLING BLOCK TO ME; you do not 
have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  
 
Unfortunately there are those that claim to live for Christ while in actuality they are doing just the opposite - 
Phil 3:18-20 - 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of 
the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. 
Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ,  
 
The keys to the Kingdom of Heaven is the answer to Heaven not control of Heaven - Matt 6:10 your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  
 
Since we have the keys we must make our purpose and path heaven led - Col 3:1-4 - Since, then, you have been 
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things above, NOT ON EARTHLY THINGS. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
 


