
     Mishandling what is Sacred  
 

There is a real danger with mishandling what’s Sacred - 2 Peter 2:21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them.  
 

First make sure we understand, within God’s boundaries there are things that are sacred to each individual and that’s fine - Rom 
14:5-8 - 5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 6 He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he 
gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and 
none of us dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we 
belong to the Lord.  
 

Man has the habit of obeying man made things as sacred and as an excuse to ignore God’s Sacred commands - Mark 7:1-13 - The 
Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and 2 saw some of his disciples 
eating food with hands that were "unclean," that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their 
hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless 
they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition OF THE ELDERS instead of eating their 
food with 'unclean' hands?" 6 He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: "'THESE 
PEOPLE HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEARTS ARE FAR FROM ME. 7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but 
rules taught by men.'  8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men." 9 And he said to 
them: "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 10 For Moses said, 
'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'  11 But YOU SAY that if a 
man says to his father or mother: 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban' (that is, a gift devoted to 
God), 12 then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that 
you have handed down. And you do many things like that."  
 

We put more of our efforts to “parts of the whole” while missing “the whole” -  Matt 23:16-22 - 16 "Woe to you, blind guides! YOU 
SAY, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17 
You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 YOU ALSO SAY, 'If anyone swears by the 
altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, 
or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And he who 
swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by 
the one who sits on it.  
 

We have picked parts of what is Sacred instead of doing it all - Matt 23:23-24 - 23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the 
law — justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You 
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.  
 

What is truly Sacred is in the WORD if we would just Trust in it - 2 Tim 3:15-17 - 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.  
 

Some Biblical instructions on dealing with the Sacred 
Christians are sacred - 1 Peter 2:9-10 - 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 

Since we are Sacred we must live our lives Sacredly - 1 Peter 1:14-16 - 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires 
you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so BE HOLY in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be 
holy, because I am holy." 
 

We are NEVER to have partnership with the world - James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with 
the world IS hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world BECOMES an enemy of God. 

 

Christian’s bodies are Sacred - 1 Cor 3:16-17 - 16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives 
in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.  
 
 

The Bible is not to just be heard but done! 
James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. DO WHAT IT SAYS.  
 

James 1:25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting 
what he has heard, BUT DOING IT — he will be blessed in what he does.  

 

We ARE NOT to give what is sacred to unbelievers - Matt 7:6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to 
pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.  


