
Favoritism (a sin that must be dealt with) 
 

God is clear that favoritism is a sin - James 2:9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.  
 

Christians are required to follow the Law of Christ and favoritism breaks it- James 2:8 If you really keep the royal law found in 
Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.  
 

Altogether, God commands us to do all He says without partiality – 1 Tim 5:21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and 
the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  
 

Question: 

1. Is it favoritism when you choose someone to marry? 
2. Is it favoritism to have a main sports team or a singer you really like? 
3. Is it favoritism to hire your friend instead of having interviews? 

 

*Before we can successfully answer these questions and follow His command we must know what favoritism really is 
 

prosopolepsia (pros-o-pol-ape-see'-ah); partiality, i.e. favoritism:  - respect of persons.  
 

Favoritism – to choose something simply for my desires or desirable reasons and not necessarily best fit for reason at hand. (i.e. 
Race, gender, relationship, attraction, benefits…)  ***CHRISTIANS MUST TAKE GOD INTO ALL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

The key to know if it’s favoritism or not is PURPOSE 
 

So what otherwise would be considered favoritism is not because it’s commanded by God - Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, ESPECIALLY TO those who belong to the family of believers. 
 

 

If I treat a person differently NOT based on God I sin - James 2:1-4 - My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
don't show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby 
clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say 
to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 HAVE YOU NOT DISCRIMINATED AMONG YOURSELVES AND 
BECOME JUDGES WITH EVIL THOUGHTS?      
 * When we make judgements based on us and how we see it is usually selfishly distorted 
 

When we do for one group and not another it must be based on God for it not to be favoritism - Matt 35:34-36 -  35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  
 

We are required to look out for the weak & needy–  
Ps 41:1 - Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the Lord delivers him in times of trouble.    
 

Prov 14:31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.  
 

Prov 31:8-9 - 8 "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of ALL who are destitute. 9 Speak up and 
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." 

  

   

How we deal with others is another way to show if we truly trust in God or not - Luke 14:12-14 - 12 Then Jesus said to his host, 
"When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they 
may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 
and YOU WILL BE BLESSED. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."  
 

When it comes down to it, to truly glorify God, I’m not looking out for me, but for others THROUGH GOD- 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 - 31 So 
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks 
or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I AM NOT SEEKING MY OWN GOOD but the good of 
many, so that they may be saved. 11 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  
 

The only way to avoid favoritism 
All my judgements must be righteous - John 7:24 Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment."  

 

Christ gives the example of the only way to make righteous judgements - John 5:30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I 
hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek NOT TO PLEASE MYSELF BUT HIM WHO SENT ME.  
 

Nothing I do can be based on me or how I see it - Phil 2:3-4 - 3 DO NOTHING out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  
  *Even if my judgement is in line with God’s, if not based on God its favoritism. 
 

Be Warned! How we treat others will dictated how we are treated - James 2:12-13 - 12 Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy WILL BE shown to anyone who has not been merciful. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment!  


