
     Women in ministry 
 

We must preach what is completely in line with the Bible - Titus 2:1You must teach what is in accord with sound 
doctrine. 
 

God created the ministry structure - Eph 4:11 IT WAS HE who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  
 

Though it’s not always desired, God also created the specific purposes for men and women - 1 Cor 11:3 Now I WANT 
YOU TO REALIZE that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.  
 

Accepting God as sovereign we must follow HIS instruction on these roles 
 

Women are not to lead or teach men in ministry (There is an implied danger when this is ignored) - 1 Tim 2:11-15 - 11 
A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over 
a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the 
woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing* — IF THEY 
CONTINUE IN FAITH, LOVE and HOLINESS with PROPRIETY.  
 

* Reference to the curse of the pains in childbirth - Gen 316 To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your 
pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over you."  

 

Men & Women must understand the role of being the head has been granted by God to men and we must not 
change it -  1 Cor 14:33-35 - 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the saints, 
34 women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law 
says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a 
woman to speak in the church.  
 

Remain silent - sigao (see-gah'-o); to keep silent, keep close (secret, silence), hold peace. 
 

Speak - laleo (lal-eh'-o); to talk, i.e. utter words,preach, say, speak (after), talk, tell, utter) 
 

WARNING; by not doing what God says puts us in a dangerous position with God - 1 Cor 14:36-38 - 36 Did the word of 
God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? 37 If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually 
gifted, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord's command. 38 If he ignores this, he himself will 
be ignored.  

 

* Please understand, these guidelines were less of a restriction to women but more of a mandate on men to fulfill his 
God given role as a leader. 
 

With this understanding how do women fit in the ministry process 

 Apostles - The Apostles were responsible for laying the foundation of Christ (Eph 2:19). There are specific 
qualifications for Apostles and all documented Apostles were men.  It would seem there are NO Apostles today. 

 Prophets – Prophet give a message from God usually of the future. (Luke 2:36) shows there were also 
prophetesses so Women can fulfill this ministry  

 Evangelists – An Evangelist is responsible for spreading the Gospel to convince others to become Christians. 
Though all Christian’s should do the work of an Evangelist, the office of an Evangelist is for a man but exceptions 
could be made for a woman’s ministry. 

 Pastors/Minister/Elders – The Pastor is the leader of a church. The Pastor must be led by Christ and is 
responsible for the feeding (teaching) of the church. Pastors and ministers qualification in 1 Tim 3:1-2 & Titus 1:6 
show that they are men and with the guidelines placed by God on women exempts them from being 
Pastors/Ministers 

 Teachers – Women can be teachers as long as it is not teaching men. They can assist in teaching men as Priscilla 
did with Aquila.   

 

Don’t be mistaken, The women’s role and supporting roles in ministry are VERY important -  Rom 16:1-7 - I commend to 
you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. 2 I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the 
saints and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to many people, including me. 3 
Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the 
churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5 Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend 
Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 7 
Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, 
and they were in Christ before I was. 


