
    What about those that died before Christ? 
 

Let’s be clear, Man is NOT the victim, man is the problem that needed fixed - Rom 1:18-20 -18 The wrath of God is being revealed 
from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be 
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible 
qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — HAVE BEEN CLEARLY SEEN, being understood from what has been made, so that 
men are without excuse.  
 

Statement made by Christ creates the question - John 3:3-8 - 3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again." 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a 
second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."  
 

It comes down to Righteousness and it’s Righteousness that is what makes our spirt alive -  Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness 

 

So what defines righteous? - Heb 10:37-39 -37 For in just a very little while,"He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38 But my 
righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and 
are destroyed, but of those WHO BELIEVE and are saved.  
 

For the people of old, the same is for us now, a person is considered righteous by “Believing” in God - Gal 3:6 Consider Abraham: "He 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."  7 Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 
(Rom 4: 3, Rom 4:22-25) 
 

Belief is faith displayed by actions - James 2:20-24 - 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  
21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 
his FAITH AND HIS ACTIONS WERE WORKING TOGETHER, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture 
was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You 
see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.  

 

It wasn’t just for the Israelites - James 2:25-26  -25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute CONSIDERED RIGHTEOUS for 
what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without deeds is dead.  
 

Grace is the path to salvation and all are exposed to it - Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has APPEARED TO ALL 
MEN.                          *Grace to Israel described - Rom 11 
 

David was inspired to preach of this Grace - Rom 4:6-7 -6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man 
to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him."  

 

So,  How people will be judged will be based on their Law  - Rom 2:12-16 - 12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart 
from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in 
God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do 
by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, 15 since they show that the 
requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now 
even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel 
declares. 
 

The gospel which guides us to Grace and we are to believe has been preached from the beginning - 1 Peter 4:5-6 -5 But they will 
have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to 
those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to 
the spirit.  
 

Just like us today the Gospel was useless to them if not applied by Faith - Heb 4:2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, 
just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 

 

Two other answers to this question that brings more questions 
Some say when Jesus died he went to Hell to preach and bring the rest to Heaven – (1 Peter 3:18-22) – though it does state Jesus 
preached to those in Spiritual prison it seems this is for fallen angels not humans (read it) 
 

Some say that there will be teaching after the millennium that will offer them to be saved -  (Rev 20:11-15) -  this does state that 
other books other than the book of life was open, it later shows that those books are a log of how people lived. (read it) 


